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INTRODUCTION

As a leading historian, you have just been commissioned by the government to be part of a task force of 4 to research and report on the significance of the gold rush, especially the Eureka Stockade, had on our current democratic political system. You and your fellow task force members are going to be sent back in a top secret time machine (computer/laptop) to interview different people – diggers; government officials; bushrangers; shop keepers; goldsmiths; ethnic groups and townswoman d experience. You will experience, first hand, events that took place.
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Task 1

You and your group will have to get a real feel for the era of the gold rush and will therefore be required to present an initial semantic map (in poster form with illustrations) to the government to illustrate that you have embraced the Gold Rush culture.
Each group member will be given a role to find information for each section.  Each person is responsible for gathering critical information about the Gold Rush.  The group will come together and create the semantic map. (Accomplishing this task helps with part of task 2.)
Task 2

Ultimately, as a group, you will have to make a PowerPoint presentation to the national government, critically analysing the Gold Rush and the effect it had on our current political system. You will have to work individually and as a team in order to achieve your goals.
Task 3 (Extended Task)

Time allowing, make a flag from the Eureka Stockade and present it to the government as a good gesture.
It is advisable that before and during the tasks, you read and understand the assessment section. This will show you what you need to concentrate on.
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Before commencing with the tasks, it is advisable that you familiarize yourself with some of the Gold Rush Vocabulary (look up the meaning of each word).

Task 1

For Task 1 divide the roles (Discovery of Gold; Life on the Goldfields; The Chinese; The Bushrangers) amongst the 4 members of the task force. You will have two weeks; 4 X 1 hour periods to research and record your individual role and 2 X 1 hour periods to get together with the rest of your task force to share your findings, select the most critical information and develop a semantic map as a poster. The whole group will give an oral presentation of this semantic map.
Discovery of Gold

You will be responsible for researching and recording information related to the first discovery of gold in Australia.

Things to think about:

· Where was the first gold-find in Australia? And in other states?

· Who were the key people?

· What events led to the “Gold Rush” in Australia?

· What was it like before the gold rush began?

· Where were the people coming from?

· How did they get to Australia?
Life on the goldfields

You will be responsible for researching and recording what life was like on the goldfields.

Things to think about:

· What was life like for miners? (How did they live?)
· What was a miner’s day like?
· What kind of food was consumed?

· What types of diseases broke out?

· What kind of schooling was there?

· What role did wives/woman have?
The Chinese

You will be responsible for researching the life of the Chinese immigrants on the goldfields.
Things to think about:

· What advantages did Chinese diggers have over European diggers?

· How did they dress?

· How were they treated by other diggers and the authorities?

· How, and by what means, did they make their way to Australia?

· Did their population continue to grow?

· How did they live and travel?

The Bushrangers
You will be responsible for researching the bushrangers and their role in the gold rush.
Things to think about:

· What does the term bushranger mean?

· Who were the original bushrangers?
· What were the causes of increased numbers of bushrangers?

· Who were some of the most famous bushrangers?

· What crimes did they commit?

· How were they punished for their crimes?

· What feelings did people have towards them, and why?

· Were there any female bushrangers?
Task 2

In Task 2 the whole group will research and record information on the Eureka Stockade and the influence it has had on our current political system. Once all the information has been gathered, you must, once again as a group, develop a PowerPoint Presentation that will be presented to the government (class and teacher). Information from task 1 will be used as an overview for the lead up to the Eureka Stockade and will therefore be incorporated into your final PowerPoint presentation. You will have 2 (6 X 1 hour sessions) weeks to complete this task.

Things to think about:

· What was the main driving force behind the Eureka Stockade?
· What was the position of the government regarding the licensing fees and how did they implement these laws/regulations?

· What was the position of the diggers and what steps did they take to stand up for their beliefs?
· What events (where? when? consequences?) took place to bring about the Eureka Stockade?

· What was the outcome of the Eureka Stockade?

· What impact/influence has the Eureka Stockade had on our current political system?
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Task 3 (Extended Task)

Task 3 is an extended task and is there for any group member that completes their tasks ahead of time. Make the flag (hereunder) to present to the government as a good gesture.

Eureka Flag
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For all resources please Click Here 
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Upon completion of this Webquest, you will be asked to do a self-assessment of how you think you did. You must highlight, under each one of the eight criteria (except for ‘Researching & Reporting of Information’ where you must actually type in a score), each mark you believe you deserve. Your teacher will also assess you.
It is important to know what criteria you are going to be assessed on. 
For these purposes, please refer to the Assessment Rubric.
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Welcome Back & Congratulations!
Due to your outstanding research and presentation techniques, the Government is now in a position to be to able to present, objectively, to parliament, the impact the Gold Rush has had on our political system over time.

In your English writing books:

· List five things you learnt about the Australian Gold Rush.

· Reflect on your group dynamics (strengths, weaknesses, contributions by members, what you enjoyed most, and difficulties encountered).

· If you could, what is the one thing you would change about that piece of history?
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Introduction
This webquest will help students understand the Australian Gold Rush period and the impact/influence the Eureka Stockade had on the current political system.  Also, students will learn about what events led to the Gold Rush, what life was like for miners and their families, who the bushrangers were and their role in the Gold Rush. 

Learners

This Gold Rush Webquest was developed by Whaddon Niewoudt to help year 6 students (VELS level 4) discover the events and impact of the Australian Gold Rush. This webquest has components of individual work which will then be discussed with a group.  The group will then come together and analyze the data they have collected and develop a final project. 

Components of VELS
	Learning Activity
	Bloom’s
	Gardner’s
	VELS

	Oral presentation of semantic map and PowerPoint

	· Knowledge

· Comprehension
	· Verbal/ Linguistic

· Interpersonal
	Physical; Personal & Social Learning

Personal Learning
· Managing personal learning

Discipline-Based Learning

English

· Speaking and listening
Humanities – History
· Historical knowledge & understanding

Historical reasoning and interpretation
Interdisciplinary Learning

Communication

· Presenting

· Listening, viewing and responding

Thinking

· Reasoning, processing and inquiry



	Written presentation of semantic map and PowerPoint
	· Analysis

· Comprehension

· Evaluation
	· Logical

· Intrapersonal


	Physical; Personal & Social Learning

Personal Learning
· Managing personal learning

Interpersonal Development

· Working in teams
Discipline-Based Learning

English

· Writing
Humanities – History
· Historical knowledge & understanding

· Historical reasoning and interpretation
Interdisciplinary Learning
Thinking

· Reasoning, processing and inquiry



	Design and making of Eureka Flag
	· Application

· Synthesis
	· Interpersonal

· Bodily/ Kinaesthetic
· Visual/ Spatial
	Physical; Personal & Social Learning

Interpersonal Development

· Working in teams
Interdisciplinary Learning

Design, Creativity & Technology

· Investigating and designing

· Producing

· Analysing and evaluating

Thinking

· Reasoning, processing and inquiry

· Creativity




Teacher Process

Process 1: Teacher will teach a lesson on Australian history before the Gold Rush period.
Process 2: Teacher will teach lesson on semantic maps/ diagrams, running through an example.
Process 3: Teacher will assign student roles.  Make sure you look at the student's learning need when you are assigning roles.  

Process 4: Teacher will need to monitor individual work and assist students with research. 

 Process 5: Teacher will hand out assessment rubric and go through it with students.
Process 6: Teacher will assess tasks in writing books and also the rubric assessment.
Process 7: Teacher will also need to make room in his/her classroom for the exhibits.  

Teacher Resources

Websites that I found particularly helpful to enhance my background knowledge and help me plan accordingly were:
· http://sheducationcom.ascetinteractive.biz/index.php?id=home (Sovereign Hill Education Website)
· http://alex.edfac.usyd.edu.au/BLP/websites/gold/index.htm (Australian Gold Website for years 5-6)

· http://members.ozemail.com.au/~slacey/gold.htm (Gold Inter-lace Website)

· http://www.sbs.com.au/gold/story.html?topicid=2 (SBS-Gold Website)

