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My service learning project was completed on September 1, 2008 at the MTSU Recreation Center.  The Recreation Center, Salvation Army, volunteers and the American Red Cross worked to establish a shelter for the evacuees from Louisiana and other various affected states.  Shelter was provided for over 500 evacuees.  Red Cross employees and volunteers provided clothing for those displaced.  Food was supplied from Aramark, McCallie Dining Hall, and First Harvest Food Bank.  Many of the victims were African Americans and exhibited poor health hygiene.
Duties I performed was serving meals, distributing hygiene products donated by local businesses, picking up trash, organizing cots, and other duties the American Red Cross employees needed assistance with.  Volunteers also answered questions or concerns evacuees may have had about the area.  
A group of volunteers created fun sessions of art, math, English, and story-time to entertain the children.  The sessions were created to stimulate their minds and keep them focused on education despite being displaced.

It was hardening to see the looks on these people faces, especially the children.  Despite the warm comfort and hot meals provided they could not help but think of their homes and possession left behind.  Many of them physically looked as though they had not showered in several days and wore dirty clothes.  Since blankets, meals, and supplies were limited it was a challenge servicing so many people.  Eventually community partners collected and donated blankets and sheets and other needed supplies.  The children especially enjoyed the education sessions since there wasn’t much for them to do.  The Greek volunteers worked hard to make it as interesting as possible.  When opportunities presented, I was able to speak briefly with a few that described the facility nice and clean.  One mother expressed wanting to relocate to a safer area to avoid the frequent relocations due to tropical storms.  

Overall I enjoyed working to help them victims in any way possible.  I know it was hard for them being displaced for the third time in only a few months.  When I become a nurse I will be sure to get the emergency preparedness training in order to respond as appropriate to my level of skills.  I feel it’s important for all citizens to at least have the basic training in emergency preparedness since you never know how a natural disaster can affect you or the area in which you live.
