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Creating a website with a team of people whom one has not met and in reality does not know, is one of the most difficult, yet educational and stimulating experiences I have partaken in within my educational career.  Luckily, everyone in Web Group 6 was cohesive and completed their individual tasks.  I am going to focus on our processes of coming together and creating the website, Tastes of Italy, as well as the difficulties I stumbled upon and the ending result.


Since all four group members have conflicting and busy schedules, hence taking an online course, we had to agree upon a means of communication that would be efficient and useful for everyone.  Marsha suggested the discussion board as our main communication line because we can always refer back to it.  We were all partial to that idea.  I then suggested two days out of the week for everyone to check the DB including Tuesdays and Sundays.  However, Marsha mentioned that fact that assignments are due on Sundays, so it would be better if we checked the board Friday or Saturday.  I then suggested email for emergencies, such as if some members did not participate on the discussion board in time.


Although everyone agree on checking the discussion board Tuesdays and Fridays, none of us followed these set days.  However, we all did check the board at least twice a week to see what was happening with all group members. 


Finding a topic that interested all group members and one that we would be able to find sufficient information on was not difficult for the group members to agree on.  I first gave two of my preferences – jewelry and recipes – and all group members keen on recipes as our focus of the website.  Marsha McDowell mentioned that recipes was too broad of a subject and suggested focusing on Italian food.  Again, all group members were fond of this idea.  

I then did research on the types of Italian food and found four main regions, which was one for each group member to focus on.  Michele proposed including specific ingredients that each region is known for, which was a very unique idea.  Marsha then assigned regions to each group member.  This was where our first minor conflict arose.  Brittany was assigned the Tuscany page and I was assigned the Sicily page, however, Brittany mentioned she would rather create the Sicily page.  Nonetheless, I had no problem switching from the Sicily page to the Tuscany page.


The next step in the process of developing a website based on Italian recipes was actually finding the recipes and images.  We decided to each find two sites for information and images and post them on the DB.  Everyone found sites, although most were only beneficial for their own pages.


We were lucky to have Marsha in the group.  She took charge and made an initial web page design using Publisher and posted it in Word format for everyone to see.  After finding all of my recipes, images, and information I tried to place it on the page Marsha created for me.  I was unable to place the information and images because we could not use the links in Word, so I sent all of the information to Marsha and placed it in each category.  She then was able to place it into the links.


After each member submitted their information via file exchange, Marsha created the wonderful web site, Tastes of Italy.   She asked who would be able to host the site, or make it “live.”  Not knowing was I was getting myself into and before trying to open up the site, I volunteered for this task.  I am working with a Macintosh at home and when I tried to open up the web page both in Safari and Internet Explorer for Mac it was all in html coding, at least that is what it looked like.  So I had my boyfriend pull it up at his home on a PC and it worked.  

Planning on being able to host the site using my boyfriend’s computer, I began by visiting www.geocities.com and created an account with them.  I then chose the free web hosting.  The first step to creating your own site was to download PageBuilder.  After downloading PageBuilder, I opened up Marsha’s version of Tastes of Italy.  From there, I tried to copy and paste the information on the site to PageBuilder.  This did not work.  I tried all of the search help on Yahoo’s Geocities to find out how to convert the page to make it live.  I could not find anything.  After all of this I told Marsha I was unable to host the site from the page she provided us, so she posted it in Publisher.  The same issue occurred.  After conversing with Marsha she was kind enough to host the website.

 Looking at the website I see a lot of issues that could be changed, such as how each page’s information differs, the way in which the recipes are presented and the images within each page.  The Sicily and Tuscany pages cite where their information came from whereas the Mountainous and Coastal pages do not.  I believe it looks better without the citations, however, isn’t it plagiarism?   

I also think the website would look cleaner if each of the regions had at least one recipe within each section – appetizers, poultry, beef & lamb, pork, seafood, vegetarian, sides, and desserts.  Also, it is beneficial and more stimulating for the audience if there was a picture of each recipe.  

The Mountainous and Sicily opening pages have some sort of map whereas the Coastal and Tuscany opening pages do not.  I think all of the pages should have a similar type of map of the region.  This is partly my fault because I did not find a map for Tuscany’s page.  I think this could have been a better website if one person was responsible for finding the images so that they are all uniform.  Nonetheless, overall the website is impressive for a first website all of us group members have created and for completing it in such a short deadline.

Working with a team of students whom I have never met and all who have conflicting schedules is a challenge.  Fortunately, we were all on the same page when it came to deciding a topic and how we wanted to present it.  I ran into a few software difficulties because I am working with a Mac and not a PC like the other group members.  However, Marsha made an effort to assist me with the software complications.  Overall, I am pleased with how cohesive Web Group 6 became as well as the result of the website.

