Community Description

Mary L. Passage Middle School

400 Atkinson Way

Newport News, Virginia 23609

Newport News is a city of approximately 180,000 residents. The middle school Mary L. Passage is located on the southern side of the city, nearby to York County and Fort Eustis. The community has a high population of economically disadvantaged residents. The local businesses and residential communities appear run down. 


There are not many extra curricular opportunities for young people in this area. Many students describe their weekend as “hanging out” around their apartment complex or someone else’s. Teachers and students describe the area as having gangs, such as the “Bloods” and “Crips”.  While this information is not backed up, it does cause a safety concern within the community. 

Students within this community are zoned to go to Denbigh High School after middle school, but many students opt to go to magnet schools such as Woodside High School for Visual and Performing Arts or Heritage High School for college preparation.  Most students in the community look forward to life past high school with hopes of college or vocational training.  

