Nancy Shifflett

Hunter98@zoominternet.net

1. List your specific computer skills (e.g., word processing, spreadsheets, Internet, online services, interactive software, desktop publishing, web page design.)

I have many computer skills because I like to work with technology and have since 1987.  I also minored in computer information systems while getting my education BS.  I must say though I am very rusty since I have very limited access to technology in our school districts in the area.  And if you don’t keep up with it technology will get ahead of you. 

Anyway I have experience with word processing WP  and word, Internet use with website design, online services, and desktop publishing.  I have limited web site design experience.  We had to do an online website portfolio in order to graduate.  I really enjoyed the experience but don’t’ remember a lot from it.  I also was trained way back in the early 90’s by my company at the Pennsylvania University in Philadelphia on HTML website design.  Which I of course don’t remember a lot of it either.  My word processing skills are very good since I started out using WordPerfect for dos years ago.  Spreadsheet knowledge is limited only because I don’t need to use it that often.  I could do it if I had a manual very easily.  I have used PowerPoint on occasion and very enjoy it in conjunction with a  smartboard.  I think it is extremely well liked by students since you can add the animation to it and make it more like TV and video games if you want.  Again I have limited access to this equipment.  We have one at our school but have to drag it from class to class since the teachers change rooms not the students.  It becomes cumbersome.  

2. Do you currently incorporate these skills into your teaching and student projects? If so how?
Yes I do incorporate these skills.  I teach a social awareness course that I use a computer website that came along with the curriculum.  The students take quizzes, tests etc on the site and watch movies, play games etc on the various topics that we are discussing.  Every Tuesday I take them to the computer lab to work on this site.    I also do curriculum development for the one program and make sure that I incorporate computer work into that curriculum as much as I possibly can.  Again our computer time is limited since it is a shared computer lab of only 8 computers and 90+ students.  Luckily I only teach 5 students in my class instead of the 15.  Some do not need my social awareness elective.  I teach in an alternative setting so it is different than working in a regular school.

3. Does your school provide computers for use by students? Do the students have daily access to computers?
Yes it does but it is limited.  Again we only have 8 computers in our lab and 15 approximately students in each of the 6 classes.  The computers are very old and slow.  Yes they could have daily access to the computers in class if it is scheduled correctly.  They do get to use them during their free time throughout the day.


4. Have you used the Internet? To what degree? What exactly did you do?  I use the Internet on a minute by minute basis.  I am always on the Internet.  I am always researching curriculum for my curriculum development position.  I also must pull lessons off to incorporate since we don’t have enough books.  I use the Internet as a great wealth of information.  As for using the Internet with a class, I have them use that website for the social awareness and I also incorporate Internet research into the curriculum for bibliography purposes especially since we don’t have a library.  It is really hard to schedule time in a computer lab.  In the regular school districts you couldn’t do it because the classes would have to do their reading and math readiness programs once a week.  By the time they were finished with that there was no time left.  This is elementary that I am talking about since that is my certification.  So I could not incorporate it into my lessons at all except in research.

5. Do your students use the Internet? If so do they use it at home or at school?
They use it at home mostly.  If they need to at school then we schedule a time for the class to use the computer room.  The class I work in is independent study so sometimes they need computers at different times so they will take the work home with them.  Most say they like that better because our computers are so bad.


6. Do you currently incorporate Internet use in student projects?
Minimal, since we do not have the access to computers all the time for all the students in the class I make sure it is included so they get the exposure by making a PowerPoint presentation, designing a brochure or researching but very limited.


7. Does your school provide Internet access? How accessible is it to students?
Yes it does but as I have stated very minimal since there is only 8 computers and they must share or use them for a ½ of a period.  Very inaccessible for most classes, but good for maybe one or two students to use them.


8. Do you use email to communicate within your school? Do you use email outside of school?

Yes they have an email communications system.  I also have email at home that I check everyday at least once.  I use email extensively with co-workers outside our building and personal matters.


9. What audiovisual equipment have you operated?

I used a smart board before does that count as audiovisual.  It has noise with the power point presentations.  That really is all I have had contact with throughout my career.


10. Do you have a computer at home? If so, please describe it. RAM, CPU, modem connection, printer access and so forth  Yes I have a computer at home.    HP Pavilion, celeron cpu 2.40 GHz  2.39 GHz and ram 504 MB  I use a cable DSl connection so I don’t tie up my phone line, I use an HP all in one psc 1210v  for scanning, printing, copying etc.  I have capabilities for a digital camera but haven’t learned how to do it yet.  I don’t really have the money to spend on the camera right now or I would have one.  I use my scanner all the time since I sell things on ebay.


11. In what technologies do you consider yourself proficient? What technologies are you reluctant to try?
Word processing is definitely a strong point of mine also databases, I have used Paradox, FoxPro now access for various jobs I have held.  I am kind of reluctant to use the digital camera because I am terrible with cameras for some reason.  I still use a 110 camera real simple.  Don’t know why but cameras are hard for me to understand.

12. Do you have reservations about using technology in the classroom in general? If so, describe them.
Not at all.  I wish I could use the technology it just isn’t present in our school systems.  We have limited access and then it also isn’t taught so you have to learn it yourself and that takes a lot of time.  I would really love to learn anything if I had the time and someone took that time to tell me how to use it.  The best thing with technology is to jump in with both feet and learn by trial and error what works for you.


13. Is there anything you hope to gain from this class that may or may not be in the course description and/or syllabus?
I hope to further my knowledge and brush up with what I have forgotten or lost track of in technology since my last computer course in 2002.  I also hope to learn more about audio and video since I am very weak in these areas except for powerpoint.


Rate your self on the use of these technologies.


1= Don't Have a Clue
5= I am a Jedi Master



Word Processing
1 2 3 4 5

Spreadsheets
1 2 3 4 5


Databases
1 2 3 4 5

PowerPoint
1 2 3 4 5

Internet Use
1 2 3 4 5

Email Use
1 2 3 4 5

Scanning
1 2 3 4 5

Digital Camera Use
1 2 3 4 5

Video Taping/ Production
1 2 3 4 5

Use of Projection Devices
1 2 3 4 5

Grading (GradeBook) Programs
1 2 3 4 5

Web Page Design
1 2 3 4 5

Desktop Publishing
1 2 3 4 5

Adobe PhotoShop, Paintshop Pro or similar software
1 2 3 4 5

Technology Integration with Curriculum

1 2 3 4 5

