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Working With Vocabulary in the ESL/EFL Class
Words are like telephone numbers, credit card numbers, car license plate numbers, bank account PIN numbers, the more we see them, repeat them and use them, the more we’re likely to remember them. If we recycle vocabulary in interesting and imaginative ways for our students, some of it should, eventually, stick.
There are numerous techniques concerned with vocabulary presentation. However, there are a few things that have to be remembered irrespective of the way new lexical items are presented. If teachers want students to remember new vocabulary, it needs to be learnt in context, practiced, and then revised to prevent students from forgetting. Teachers must make sure students have understood the new words, which will be remembered better if introduced in a "memorable way". Bearing all this in mind, teachers have to remember to employ a variety of techniques for new vocabulary presentation, revision and record.
1. Vocabulary Presentation / Teaching

· Visual aids (pictures, realia)

· Verbal explanation (examples, situations, synonyms)
· Spelling out loud

· Use of dictionaries

· Guessing the meaning / syntactic form

· Questions and answers (controlled practice)

2. Vocabulary Practice / Revision

· Brainstorm

· Meaning negotiation

· Games (memory games, puzzles, crosswords, wordsearch, hangman)
· Role-plays

· Conversation activities

3. Vocabulary Record

· Mind maps (spidergrams)

· Word families

· Lexical sets

· Pictionary

· Vocabulary notebook
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