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Thesis:  When you live at home and you are just now starting college, your life will be a whole lot easier.

Audience:  Freshmen in college wanting to know if they should move out into a place of their own or not.

Purpose:  To show what students who move out in their first year of college have to deal with.

There are many advantages to living on your own, but there are also many good reasons to stay at home.  Many college students think it is the best thing in the world to move out and be in a place of your own where there are no rules, but then they find out about a lot of things that they have to pay for and deal with that they did not when they lived at home.  Although, living on your own also shows you what it is like in the real world.

The first thing that a newly graduated student going off to college thinks about is getting their own place and being able to party and stay up as late as they want and be in and out at all hours of the night, but what they do not consider is all the other bills and responsibilities that comes with owning, or renting, your own place.  First, there is the bill for just staying in an apartment building.  Then, if your apartment does not have this included in the fee that you already pay, you have to pay for how much electricity and water you use.  If you live at home, there are no bills, no frustrations of having to pay them, and you sit there listening to your friends talk about how they are going into debt at the age of eighteen while you sit back and enjoy your free house, lights, and hot showers.  But, with all of these bills and having to work to pay them, shows the students what it was like with for their parents and other adults.  It teaches them responsibility and how to take care of themselves and gets them ready for what they are going to have to deal with for the rest of their lives so they can learn how they can do it the best way possible.

Another thing college students living on their own have to get is food.  Whether you are able to cook, so you buy steaks and chicken, or if you can only handle TV dinners, everybody needs food.  With all the other bills that you already have to pay, grocery shopping may be limited, depending on how much you make, whether or not you get extra help, like financial aid or food stamps, or how much your parents or the rest of your family is pitching in and either buying you food, sending you food already made, or cooking for you.  Now, depending on your situation at home, you might have to pay for any junk food that you like, like chips or candy, but other than that, you may come home to a nicely cooked meal waiting for you on the table, and then when you are done, some of the time there is no clean up.  You might have to do a few dishes here and there, but overall, you stay away from the kitchen when there’s work to be done.

Most of these things, a lot of people can handle because they may have been paying for a lot of stuff when they did live at home, or they are not strangers to having a bill every month, but one thing that always gets the vast majority of college students when they are living on their own, is the “no rules.”  They do not have a parent to watch over their shoulder, telling them to do their homework, or to clean up the house, or to go to bed, so sometimes these things never happen.  The students will stay out all night partying with their other friends and come home and crash, and completely forget about that midterm essay that is the next day, or that huge research paper due in a week that you have not even started on.  Now, if you have a good roommate that cares about school, the roommate will keep you focused without seeming to be a parent, or maybe it does feel like dear old mom and dad are still in the house, but if that is the only way for them to get their work done, then they will forever thank that person for watching out for them.  With the kids living at home, their parents are still there to get them up and going in the morning, instead of skipping classes because they did not stay out all night with their friends.  Their parents can be aware of their homework and essay assignments and push them to do it, or at least remind them that it is due at this time so they need to write it before then so they will have time to revise it and fix all of their problems.  Most kids living on their own do not have anyone to look out for them and they cannot look out for themselves and they just fall into this routine of never finishing their work and they might eventually fail out of college.


For the newly graduated student, living at home might be the best way to stay in college, just until they get used to the work load and are able to finish all of their assignments on time instead of having to deal with paying bills and things that their parents do, but their parents do not have to go to school and study six hours a week each class.  The ones that make it while living on their own are truly hard working people and will probably go far in life, but for the rest of us, we still might need our mom and dad to keep us afloat while we battle this crazy college world.  
