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Methods of teaching is a class that provides lots of helpful hints for future teachers.  This class provides lots of strategies and information on how to teacher rather then what to teach.  Getting to use new technology and ways to present material is also a big part of this class.  So far, I am impressed with the style of the class and I am very eager to see what is to come.  


Getting acquainted and meeting the teacher was the first “big deal!”  Dr. S is a brilliant lady who has so much to offer.  I had heard people say that she gave a lot of work and was a very hard teacher, but I have also heard that I should be honored to have her as my teacher for she knows so much.  After meeting her we had to introduce ourselves and get to know each other.  


We did this by designing a template of a t-shirt that the teacher provided for us.  Within this t-shirt we had to describe why we wanted to be a teacher, where and what grade we wanted to teach and we also had to show what prior teaching skills we had.  Although this seems like an easy assignment, there’s a catch to it…we could only use pictures to describe our thoughts.  After we designed it, we had to get up in front of the room and present it to the class.  Again, there’s a catch.  We had to do this as if we were in the field, we had to project our voices, call on students, use good eye contact and we had to correct them if they were wrong.  By having us do this Dr. S shows us what it will be like to be in front of a room teaching.  We also had to present this using a smart board, a new form of technology.
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A smart board is very useful and the students love it!  It’s a more advanced chalk board that is computer operated.  It comes with markers that are color coordinated and don’t have any ink, but come out the color they show.  You also get to use your finger to move things around.  It’s like you’re a giant mouse for a computer!  


In my t-shirt I described a lot about myself.  This class helps you think and act like a teacher and really helps you to see what the future holds.  Methods of teaching also helped you to think critically.  This assignment also showed me that this class was hands-on rather then lecture upon lecture.


For the rest of week, after that first assignment, the class reviewed and learned a lot about each other.  We got to know one another on another level.  Perhaps we would not know each other as well as we do if it weren’t for Dr. S. 


Along with the first assignment of the t-shirt, we also went over the course syllabus and asked any questions that we might have had.  This helped showed us that we need to read and go over everything that Dr. S hands to us.  I believe that she did this to make us become familiar with the course content.  Another reason she had us do this was to show us students that it is okay to ask questions and to help us become comfortable in front of the class room. 

Dr. S also introduced us to WebCT.  WebCt is an online way of guiding the class along and a way of receiving feedback from the students.  Although I do not like WebCt that much, I think that it is a good way checking on the students as well as giving and receiving feedback from them.  
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As the second week approached, we started to get into the real stuff!  We were introduced to numerous teaching strategies.  Personal, Social, Informational and Behavioral strategies were some of the methods that we touched upon.  By using these, you can drill, practice and use repetition to change the thinking process of a student.  These strategies teach social skills and helps students reach mastery.  Each strategy reaches another part of a student’s way of thinking.  Personal deals with the individualized instruction and is a way of non direct teaching.  The social family deals with cooperative learning and is based on peer tutoring.  The informational processing is a concept of synaptic thinking.  The behavioral system family is where a student reaches mastery learning by direct teaching.  


I started to get really interested in this class once I learned how the mind thinks and why the mind thinks.  We then brushed up on our skills of understanding objectives.  Whether an objective is good or bad depends on if it has CBC, Criteria, behavior and the condition.  Along with this we, as a class learned about Blooms Taxonomy.        

Bloom’s Taxonomy is a structure of knowledge.  Bloom’s helps you to write a good lesson plan and shows you which verbs to use when reaching different levels of knowledge.  It is very helpful and I look forward to using it in the professional business.  
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As of now we are up to learning about and writing about lesson plans.  In order to write a good lesson plan you must have the following steps: Anticipatory set: gets the students attention, Development: informational, presentation, and modeling part of a lesson, Guided practice: teacher helps the student work on what the lesson was about, Closure: summative assessment, Independent Practice: re-teaching or having the student work alone on what you went over in class, and Reflection: where the teacher makes comments and questions about her lesson.  Now that I know about these steps, I am eager to write a lesson plan that follows this line-up.  


Another assignment that keeps me on my toes is the daily journal entries.  At first it was hard to write about your days and what you did throughout them, but I am getting used to it and I am starting to enjoy it.  I have kept a blog online that tracks what I have done through out the semester so far.  I used to despise journal entries, but I am starting to like them more and more because of Dr. S.  
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This class has offered a lot to me and I am eager to get into the field and start applying what I have learned to far.  I am very excited to try out all of the strategies that I have learned and I look forward to the class meetings that are to come.  I enjoy the way that Dr. S teaches us through modeling, demonstrations, and presentation.  If we are learning about Anticipatory sets, she models one and shows us students how it is done.  I enjoy that and I feel that I learn better that way because it is hands-on.  I love this class and I am learning so much from it.        
