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The Effects of Hurricane Katrina

On August 29, 2005 Hurricane Katrina hit New Orleans as a category 3 hurricane. The terrible storm broke many levees and flooded more than half of the city. Hurricane Katrina destroyed everything in her path that day leaving broken families and destroyed lives.  The major effects from the devastating Hurricane Katrina were flooding, a high mortality rate, a multitude of health issues, and a large increase in violence in the population of those affected by the storm. 
One of the effects of Hurricane Katrina was the extensive flooding through out the city. Many levees had been breached, but there were three major levees that led to the flooding of New Orleans. More than half of the city was under water for at least three days, and some parts were still flooded for weeks. The waters destroyed homes, businesses, and left many people stranded on the tops of their houses. Because the city had been flooded for so long, many houses and building began to grow mold leaving families stranded without homes for even longer periods of time. Also when the waters poured into the city, it brought the boats and ships ashore tossing them on top of each other and destroying them. When I went to New Orleans two years ago, I saw many of the boats, and they were still lying on top of one another. Lots of the houses were still boarded up, and you could see the water marks on the outside of the houses. When you walked into businesses and restaurants, the water lines on the inside were just as prominent. The excessive water amount also greatly increased the mosquito population. This then increased the threat of the West Nile Virus and other insect related diseases. 
Another effect of Hurricane Katrina was the catastrophic death toll. It has been said that there were almost 1,500 deaths that came from Hurricane Katrina. Although most of the cities population was evacuated, there were still some left behind and many of them died. The ones that were unable to evacuate in time were mainly the poor and elderly. People were left stranded in their attics and on top of their roofs. When the rescue teams were sent out they found many bodies floating in the streets. While trying to save all the ones still alive they were forced to leave the dead in the water for days. When they did recover the bodies many of them were unable to be identified because they had already begun to decompose. 
One effect of Hurricane Katrina was the health issues of the ones that remained in New Orleans. The many that were stranded on top of their houses for days suffered from dehydration and food poisoning. These people had to seek immediate attention from doctors in order to keep from dying. Officials were worried that other health problems would surface related to the contamination of food and water supplies. They were also worried that people who had been exposed to the contaminated waters for so long would experience long term health affliction. Another health risk was the high levels of mold. The people of New Orleans could not be exposed to the mold because it was too much of a health risk. Officials said that the mold was so bad that it was enough to kill. Many hospitals had to be shut down because of the flooding, leading rescuers to search for other places to take the injured. Some were even taken to airport terminals, which had been made in to temporary hospitals.
The last effect of Hurricane Katrina was the violence. The crime rate went up tremendously. People began stealing anything they could get their hands on. The people of New Orleans were desperate and were stealing food in order to eat. Some even took it too far and were breaking into businesses, stealing electronics and high priced items. People were getting into fights with others because of stealing. Outside forces had to be brought in to bring down the violence and restore peace in New Orleans.

After Katrina hit New Orleans it seemed as if all hope was lost. Everyone will always remember the effects of Hurricane Katrina, and the huge impact it not only left in the lives of the people of New Orleans, but on the population, economy, and politics of the whole United States. Even though it has taken almost 3 years, New Orleans is finally on its way back to being an economically stable and safe city.
