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Thesis: Taking pleasure in the use of marijuana is Americans’ personal choice and the government shouldn’t intrude.
Audience: The American people who are involved in the debate over the legalization of marijuana.
Purpose: To inform why marijuana should be legal.

According to BalancedPolitics, the opposing views of the legalization of marijuana are “stoned driving…would be increased [and]…[l]egalization would increase the chances of the drug falling in the hands of kids“ (Messerli 1). Also “[p]hysical damage would be done to users that abuse the drugs“(Messerli 1). In spite of the cons, the legalization of marijuana would do various good things for this nation, such as being an additional source of taxes for the government, and the police force also would have more time to work on more serious crime (Messerli 1). Many Americans also think that by not legalizing marijuana, the government is interfering with personal freedom (Messerli 1). Taking pleasure in the use of marijuana is Americans’ personal choice and the government shouldn’t intrude. 

Now one major disadvantage about legalizing marijuana would be that driving under the influence of marijuana would be increased. (Messerli 3) Drunk driving is currently a major problem in American today, killing as many as 16,005 people in 2006. If legalization of marijuana was allowed, more people driving under the influence of marijuana would raise, possibly causing more car accidents and deaths. Also with stoned driving, if a person gets pulled over there is no way to really tell that this person is under the influence of marijuana. With alcohol, you can give a breathalyzer test. With marijuana, however, all a person has to do is eat some mints, spray some perfume in air, and put eye drops in, and it is almost impossible to tell if someone is stoned or not. This is a major setback which it comes to the debate of legalizing marijuana.  

Many Americans also think that the legalization of marijuana may also increase the chances of little children getting into the drug (Messerli 1). If the government takes the time and puts in order the right rules and regulations, then there shouldn’t be any trouble. Harmful alcohol and cigarettes are legal but there are set rules and regulations so it’s difficult for young children to get them. If the government sets a policy for marijuana, like nobody under the age of 18 is permitted to buy marijuana, then it shouldn’t be a problem to keep it away from children. Nevertheless, children are smart, and if they wish to get marijuana, they are finding a way now. Think of this; if the government is regulating marijuana, then it will be safer then the marijuana that kids can get now off the streets. The marijuana that kids have access to now isn’t safe, and they would have to meet with a drug dealer, who is possibly dangerous, to get marijuana. If the government legalizes marijuana then they will be able to see what is going into the marijuana and not add any hurtful chemicals. The government would give us the safest type of marijuana, so that marijuana smokers now will be able to get trustworthy marijuana. Children would also only be able to get marijuana from a store, so they would need an id to get it, which makes it even harder.  

A different con of the legalization of marijuana is that physical damage could possibly be done to people who abuse marijuana (Messerli 1). Much physical damage can be done to the body of a marijuana smoker. “Cancer of the respiratory tract and lungs may also be promoted by marijuana smoke” (“Research” 3). Then again, much physical damage can also be done to a cigarette smoker, and cigarettes are not illegal because of this. “Someone who smokes marijuana regularly may have many of the same respiratory problems that tobacco smokers do” (“Research” 3). It is a personal choice to engage in smoking marijuana, and therefore risking your health. This is the same as Americans’ personal choice to smoke cigarettes or not. When cigarettes first came out, most American didn’t even realize how much damage was being done to their bodies. By warning the public of the possible physical damage that marijuana can cause, the government will at least be giving Americans the facts first this time. Cigarettes have caused million of peoples’ deaths, but still cigarettes aren’t outlawed. There has not been one case of someone dying from an marijuana overdose, and every year millions died from alcohol related deaths, but still alcohol isn’t outlawed. So why is marijuana? 

A pro of the government deciding to legalize marijuana, would be that the government could put a tax on it (Messerli 1). Marijuana could be sold at gas stations, groceries stories, and liquor stores. If the government put a tax on marijuana then they would be able to use that money for something good, like using it to pay polices to work on more serious crime. Trying to get marijuana off the streets is expensive. Tons of money goes into catching marijuana users. Even more money goes into the court systems to prosecute them and then even more to house the so called criminals in jail. The government is wasting money on stopping marijuana use when cigarettes and alcohol are legal and are similar to marijuana (Moffatt 1).  Instead of wasting money trying to stop marijuana, the government should legalize marijuana and they would not only save money but make money as well. South Carolina charges 7 cents a pack. Imagine if the government taxes marijuana. The states would make so much extra money to put towards making the United States a better place. 

In addition to taxing marijuana, the legalization of marijuana would also free up police force to work on more violent and dangerous crimes.  Amanda L. Stevens, a Raw Story columnist, states “There are more arrests made on marijuana charges than violent crimes combined. These violent crimes include assault, rape, robbery and murder. To put it simply, this is unacceptable” (1). That is completely intolerable. What kind of nation do we live in when smoking marijuana is considering more dangerous than assault, rape, robbery, and murder? A very questionable nation. By legalizing marijuana, the police have the time and man power to handle the more serious crimes, such as heroin trafficking. Also by legalizing of marijuana the government would free up the jails for more dangerous criminals, like rapist and murders. “In total, in prosecuting and policing individuals with regards to marijuana, between $7 billion and $10 billion was spent - and that’s just last year. Ninety percent of those cases were for possession of marijuana only” (Stevens 1). This money wasted on something minor like marijuana, could be used for more risky drugs, if only the government would allow marijuana to be legal. 

Many Americans feel that the government not allowing marijuana use is a restriction on their personal rights. “Like sex, alcohol, or cigarettes, marijuana is one of life’s little pleasures for some people” (Messerli 3). However, some Americans feel it is morally wrong to enjoy marijuana. This is their personal choice. If marijuana became legal, people who feel marijuana is morally wrong are in no way being forced to smoke. There are many Americans that consider alcohol to be morally wrong, but did we not make it legal just because of them? No. “Marijuana use is generally thought of as a "victimless crime", in that only the user is being harmed” (Messerli 2). If Americans wish to smoke marijuana in the privacy of their own homes, I see no reason why not. They are not hurting anyone, besides themselves. 

In reality, marijuana smoking is extremely common and marijuana is the recreational drug of choice for millions of mainstream, middle class Americans. Government's surveys indicate more than 70 million Americans have smoked marijuana at some point in their lives, and that 18-20 million have smoked during the last year. Marijuana is the third most popular recreational drug of choice for Americans, exceeded only by alcohol and tobacco in popularity. (Stroup 2)
  It is the peoples’ personal right and choice to partake in smoking marijuana.  

Americans are going to be debating over the subject for years to come, wasting even more money in that time. Even with the cons that come with the legalization of marijuana, increased driving under the influence, possible physical damage, and children perhaps getting into it, this does not overshadow the benefits of the legalization of marijuana. With the legalization of marijuana, police forces will be able to prevent more serious crimes, there would be more taxes for the government, and Americans’ personal rights won’t be getting disregard. Your rights as a human being are not being respected now. Most Americans in their life time at least try marijuana. Many of those people tend to take up the habit of smoking marijuana. Marijuana is not harmful if not abuse. “Most doctors believe that marijuana is no more addictive [then] alcohol or tobacco” (Messerli 2). Still the government isn’t allowing marijuana. How long are you going to have to hide your secret of smoking a harmless drug because your government claims it deviance? 


