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Thesis:  The increasing gas prices are a burden on our world today.

Audience:   New drivers

Purpose:  To inform about the effects of rising gas prices on people.

Gas prices are skyrocketing!  I know that you have noticed the rise happening.  Do you know why?  There are many causes, ranging from supply and demand to natural disaster and so on.  It’s odd how the price of gas is double, or even triple, what it was in 2003.  The increasing gas prices are a burden on our world today.  They cause the price for nearly everything else to rise, people to spend less money, and people to become much more stressed.

While the price for gas has increased at an incredible rate, the prices for most consumable goods have increased as well, albeit not as much.  The cause for the increase is because most consumables are delivered.  Because of the price of gas, the delivery companies are charging more for getting their products from Point A to Point B.  I remember the days when a Snickers bar cost nothing more than 30 cents.  Nowadays, I would have to pay 80 cents to buy one.  But it’s not the price of consumables alone that is increasing.  In fact, the prices of most services are increasing because the people who perform the services are in need of more money to pay for the pricey gas.  The prices of airliners are going up as well for obvious reasons.  The prices of certain cars are increasing as well.  Cars that are better on gas mileage are increasing in price because of their demand.  People are willing to pay more for these cars as it will save them money in the long run.

It’s a necessity for people during this gas crisis to conserve what money they have so it can be spent on gas.  People are taking extra measures for not spending as much on necessities.  People are buying what they need in bulk as well as buying generic brand goods.  In addition to just buying cheaper goods, coupons are being used vigorously to help cut the costs while people keep their eyes open for sales and discounts.  Likewise, people are cutting down on non-essentials.  They are not traveling as much.  The price for a plane ticket is too expensive, and even still, people are not willing to spend the money on gas.  People don’t want to drive if they don’t have to.  Carpools are becoming much more common than they used to be.  People are eating out less; they are eating at home and bagging a lunch for their jobs.  Working in restaurants for the past few years, I have seen that business is slowing down quite a bit for them.  The decrease in business creates quite the self-destructive circle:  the restaurant makes less money, the waiters make less money, the waiters have less money to spend and must watch their money much more closely.

The gas prices are putting a strain on the lives of everyone, causing them to become much more testy or stressed in general.  I know of the strain from experience.  I moved away from my home and my job to go to school.  I was low on money, and gas prices kept going up.  I live fifteen minutes from anywhere, so I have to fill up every six days or so.  That’s $40 gone out of my pocket.  Having $400 worth of bills doesn’t help too much, either.  It took me three weeks to find a job, and it took another two to get my first paycheck.  Those first five weeks were the worst weeks of my life to date.  I was low on food and money, and I still had to find a way to pay for gas.  I was pulling my hair out.  This stress was caused by having to pay only for two bills and gas.  There are people who have many more bills to pay and more necessities to buy.  Their minds are constantly trying to find new ways to conserve money.  They are always pre-occupied, so they tend to be on-edge a bit more.  People are always worried that gas prices will keep going up, and it’s true that they will.

The world is changing, though it is not changing in a good way.  Prices for gas and everything else are increasing exponentially.  People are having to develop new ways to conserve money while continuing to use ways that they have been trying for years to have a little extra to put into their gas tanks.  People are constantly stressed about their financial condition.  This wild increase in gas prices is hurting the entire world.  Money is a crucial component to the modern world, and the gas issue is doing nothing but limiting the money that we can use.  The world is too busy with global politics to have to worry about gas prices.  All the extra concern for gas prices is mucking up the world and making it a much-desired place to leave; though at this rate, leaving would cost too much.
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