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Service Learning Journal


My service learning project was completed at the Recreational Center on the campus at MTSU.  On September first, the Rec Center and the American Red Cross set up a shelter for people from New Orleans who were retreating from the hurricane Gustav.  There were approximately 450 displaced citizens of New Orleans.  They were predominately African American and from a lower socioeconomic background.  Many of them looked as though they had not showered in a couple of days.  Their health and hygiene I observed, for most of the victims, was very poor; many did not have teeth or clean clothes.

My duties while spending time at the Rec Center was to help serve meals, clean up trash, and any other duties the American Red Cross might need me to assist with.


I enjoyed this project because I like to help others.  I have never been to New Orleans and I was very struck by how poor these people were.  It really made my eyes open to the poverty they experience everyday.  My heart also broke a couple of times when the people coming through the line for lunch and snacks would try and scavenge as much food as possible probably because this is one of the only times they are able to get so much food.


As a nurse I have always planned to volunteer in my community but this experience has opened my eyes to other communities besides my own.   
