Drafting Tetris
A. Chase McNeill chase.mcneill@gmail.com

Subject: Theatre Arts I-IV

Materials: 8 sandwich baggies of Legos, 30 wooden blocks for “drafting tetris”
Topic: Drafting basics: scale rule, drafting views, how to denote inches and feet

Performance Objective:

COMPETENCY GOAL 3: The learner will design and produce theatre by conceptualizing and realizing artistic interpretations for informal or formal productions. (National Standard 3)
3.05 Understand and discuss the components of technical theatre: scenery, costume, makeup, lighting, sound and props.

3.06 Recognize and identify the terms used in the technical theatre process.

1. Focus and Review
· Warm up activity:
· Place the students in groups of no more than four.
· Hand each group a sandwich bag of Legos.
· Prompt some of the group to create a structure with the Legos and draw it while the other half of the group closes their eyes.
· Have the groups dismantle the structure after drawing it.
· Permit the blinded students in the groups to see again and have them attempt to make the structure from the simple drawing.
· Review text The Stage and the School, Glencoe/McGraw-Hill p. 423-428, Constructing the Set. 
2. Statement of Objectives

· Tell the students that by the end of the lesson they will know the basics of drafting for scenic design.
3. Teacher Input
· (3.05. 3.06) Lecture on drafting basics. Make sure to demonstrate/discuss:
· Where have they heard the term drafting? How was it used? 
· Definition—use of specific, scaled drawings in order to show how a structure is put together. It is not a drawing of a piece of scenery, but it is a clear depiction of all of the parts put together.
· Definition of scaled drawing—ratio of inches to feet.
· Use scales 
· ½” scale is where for every 1 ft in the real world, one ½” is drawn on paper. It is like creating a miniature, flattened paper doll world of what is actually there.
· Draw a line on the board, measure it to scale. Draw it in ½” scale on the board.
· Denoting inches, feet
· On board, draw the feet and inches properly using the feet’—inches” formula. Explain that all drawings must be labeled in feet and then inches to avoid any confusion.
· Ground plan (sometimes called a floor plan)
· Definition—view from the sky of a set in a stage space without perspective. Only lines are used to note where the set is place on the stage and how large the set is. 
· Solid lines are used for items that touch the floor
· Dotted lines are used for items approximately 4 ft off the ground and above.
· Draw on the board a sample, rough floor plan of a simple set.
· Front elevation
· Definition—view from the front of a stage with no perspective. Like all of the scenery is pressed against a flat piece of glass and everything is all on one pane.
· Draw or show a sample, simple front elevation.
4. Guided Practice
· Give each student their block

· (3.06) Lead the class in drafting their very own block in ground plan and front elevation views without any scale. Make sure the students:
· Label inches properly (0’—1½”) 
· Label the drawings “ground plan” and “front elevation”
5. Independent Practice

· Assign the students to groups of no more than five
·  (3.05, 3.06) The students must do the following:
· Each student from the group must have their own block drafted and properly labeled to scale.
· The group will arrange the blocks in some way.
· The group will create a front elevation and ground plan view in ½” scale for the blocks. Each student will draw a drafting of the shape using their classmates’ measurements of the different blocks. 
· The groups will then dismantle their blocks and leave them in their respective area.
· The students will then randomly select different classmates with whom to exchange drafts.
· Students will go to the respective area of their classmate’s drafted set and try, in a group, to re-create the set based on their classmate’s work.
6. Closure/Assessment
· (3.05, 3.06) Students will turn in the following:
· Properly labeled, ½” scale drafts of their structure
· Measurements of their selected block
