Brass Methods

16-MUED-272

 Winter Quarter 2007 

University of Cincinnati - College Conservatory of Music

Instructors: 

Eric Blanchard, Brian Huhtala

Class Times: 

M, T, W, Th, F 8:00 am – 8:50 am

Office Hours: 

Blanchard – By appointment , Huhtala – By appointment

Phone: 


Blanchard – 859-727-1260, Huhtala – 513-254-7316
E-Mail: 

Blanchard: blanche@email.uc.edu  Huhtala: huhtalbd@email.uc.edu
  

Mail Boxes: 

Music Education Lab

Required Texts 

Bachelder and Hunt (2002). Guide to Teaching Brass, 6th Ed. 


Available from the UC Bookstore 

Pearson (1993). Standard of Excellence Teacher’s Guide 


Available from the UC Bookstore 

Course Description 

This course is designed to develop an understanding of brass playing techniques and related pedagogy. It will also develop skills needed to provide beginning level instruction on brass instruments. 

Detailed Statement of Intent 
The main purpose of the course is to bring students to a satisfactory level of competence in regard to 

• An understanding of brass instrument pedagogy designed for individual and ensemble instruction through 

a. The development of an elementary brass playing technique on trumpet, horn, trombone, euphonium, and tuba. This will include knowledge of fingerings, demonstration of appropriate range, and of common playing problems associated with the instrument. 

b. The above, in combination with the completion of assigned readings, will lead to the presentation of demonstration lessons for a heterogeneous ensemble class and individual instruction on each instrument. 

Evaluation 
Your final grade will be based on the following: 


Unit Tests 


25% 


Playing/Written Quizzes: 

15% 



Notebook: 


10% 


Homework 


10% 


Teaching Projects: 

20% 


Final Exam: 


20% 

Statement of Professional Standards 

• Class Attendance: Class activities and discussion are intended to clarify and reinforce elements of course content. Regular and prompt class attendance is of paramount importance. You need to be prepared to begin class at 8:00am. This requires early arrival and set up. Quizzes will be administered periodically at the start of class. A student’s grade will be lowered one half letter on their second unexcused absence, and with each subsequent absence will be lowered another half letter grade level. Three tardies equals one absence.  Absences may be excused for the following reasons: CCM related business (requires permission slip from teacher or college office), Illness (requires doctor’s note), or death of an immediate family member.

• Instruction: Class instruction will consist of a mixture of lecture, demonstration teaching modules, discussion of assigned readings, and discussion of problems related to individual practice and in-class performance. Students will be expected to demonstrate solo and ensemble playing skills at each class. 


• Instrument Care: Students are responsible for the care and maintenance of the instruments checked out to them, including supplies. Damage as a result of carelessness will be the student’s responsibility to repair. Damage as a result of regular wear and tear will be the responsibility of the school. 



• Blackboard: www.blackboard.uc.edu – The blackboard site for this class will contain 
important course documents that you will be required to access during the course of each unit. 
Please check the blackboard site often for updates. You can also check your progress as grades are 
inputted for each assignment. 


• Class Preparation. 



Practicing: With regard to brass instrument performance, a practice routine of 10-15 
minutes per day is the typical requirement of elementary beginners. The primary 
components of the playing skill that you are developing include physical skills of 
embouchure muscle strength, finger dexterity, and breath control. Acquiring these skills 
requires regular, systematic practice. Further information regarding practice will be 
presented in class. 



Overall Class Preparation: Come to class prepared to play and to also discuss assigned 


readings. Preparation of the readings is essential to reinforce lecture information and 


understand practical applications discussed in class. The satisfactory completion of 


focused practice, assigned readings, and a hearty enthusiasm for class participation will 


play an important part in your successful completion of the course. 



Notebook: Students will keep a notebook of all class materials including notes taken, 


teaching instructions for activities used in class, quizzes and final, supplemental articles 


and information, self- evaluations and performance assessments required of each unit. 


The notebook needs to be presented in a binder with labeled dividers. Your notebook will 

be assessed periodically throughout the duration of the course. Take notes during class! 


• Micro-Teaching: Throughout the quarter students will be asked to lead the class in playing 
exercises and diagnose problems with playing technique. In addition, during each unit students 
will teach a lesson to a beginning student not enrolled in the class (no brass majors please ☺). 


• Macro-Teaching: During the final two weeks of the quarter students will present two ten-minute 
demonstration lessons for a heterogeneous ensemble class. 


• Mini Private Lessons: Students are required to teach a NON-BRASS player once per unit on 
the current instrument being learned (Trombone, French Horn, etc.). These lessons need to be 
video taped and handed in. Two students per unit will be required to teach their lesson in class, 
with student and teacher feedback on their lesson content and teaching style. Students must hand 
in a detailed lesson plan with each lesson, using the form available on Blackboard. Each lesson 
must be taught to a different student.   Teaching more than one student would also be very 
effective for future teaching.


• Quizzes: Students will periodically receive written “pop” quizzes throughout each unit. These 
quizzes will be given at the start of class, and will typically be worth 5-10 points. NOTE: Students 
who are late will receive zero credit for the quiz. NOTE: Late is determined by the classroom 
clock, not by your watch. Playing quizzes will be assigned with one days notice, and will be on 
material currently being worked on in class. Students may also be required to demonstrate their 
knowledge with short “teaching practice” quizzes as well, so be prepared to teach on any given 
day. 


• Tests: Unit tests will be given at the end of each 2-week instrument unit. These may include: 
Playing tests, written tests, and teaching demonstrations. 


• Final Exam: The final exam will be an exhibition of the student’s knowledge by creating a brass 
resource guide and teaching a short lesson to one of the teachers and demonstrating to the teachers 
a variety of skills learned during class through directed questioning.  Success on the Final Exam 
will greatly depend on the organization and content of the student’s notebook.

Course Schedule 

Students will spend approximately two weeks on each instrument. Euphonium and Tuba will be combined. There will be regular short playing and fingering quizzes. 

Class Activities



Assignments 

Note: Daily class activities/readings/homework will be posted on Blackboard. 

Trumpet January 7th-18th 
Introduction, Embouchure 


Readings: GTB – Ch 1-5, 8 

Breathing, Posture, Articulation, Tone 

Standard of Excellence – TBA 

Review and Discuss Readings 


Mini Private Lesson – Due January 17th  

Teaching Applications 



Written and Playing Test – January 18th 
French Horn January 22nd-February 5th 
Posture, Embouchure, Articulation, 

Tone Readings: GTB – Ch 9 

Review and Discuss Readings 


Standard of Excellence – TBA 

Teaching Applications 



Mini-Private Lesson – Due February 4th 






Playing Test/Teaching Exhibition – February 5th  

Trombone – February 6th-20th 
Posture, Embouchure, Articulation, Tone

Readings: GTB – Ch 10 

Review and Discuss Readings 


Standard of Excellence – TBA 

Teaching Applications 



Mini-Private Lessons – February 19th 






Playing Test/Teaching Exhibition – February 20th 
Euphonium/Tuba – February 21th-March 7th 
Posture, Embouchure, Articulation, Tone 

Readings: GTB – Ch 11, 12 

Review and Discuss Readings 


Standard of Excellence – TBA 

Teaching Applications 



Mini-Private Lesson – Due March 6th 






Written and Playing Test – March 7th  

Brass Ensemble/Teaching Exhibitions – March 10-14
Brass Ensemble performance 

Student Teaching Modules 

Final Exam – Mon., March 17th 8-10 am - Specific times will be assigned 

Portfolio Evaluation:

PLEASE SAVE YOUR ASSIGNMENTS SO THAT YOU MAY SUBMIT AN EXAMPLE FOR YOUR PORTFOLIO.

You will be asked at the end of the quarter to evaluate your performance in Brass Methods within the following domains:

Domain A2: Organizing content knowledge, skills and dispositions for student learning and assessment 


Activities: mini private lessons, teaching projects 

Domain A3: Demonstrating and understanding of the connections between the content that was learned previously, the current content, and the content that remains to be learned in the future. 


Activities: ensemble playing, four playing quizzes 

Domain A4: Employing a variety of teaching methods, learning activities, and instructional resources that are appropriate for students and that are aligned with the goals of the lesson. 


Activities: mini private lessons, teaching projects 

Domain B2: Establishing and maintaining rapport with students. Peer rapport and helpfulness 

Domain C2: Making content comprehensible to students. 


Activities: Written quizzes, mini private lessons, teaching projects 

Domain C4: Monitoring students understanding of content through a variety of means, providing feedback to students to assist learning and adjusting learning activities as the situation demands. 


Activities: mini private lessons, teaching projects 

Domain C5: Using instructional time effectively. Activities: mini private lessons, teaching projects 

Domain D2: Demonstrating a sense of efficacy (e.g., professional behavior, personal and professional growth). Attention to class requirements, attendance, punctual, etc.) 

