Citizen journalism

“Citizen Journalism will not make institutional journalism redundant or irrelevant. It is a challenge to the authority to the traditional media, not an alternative. It will make traditional journalism stronger, better, more responsive. Sceptics tend to make you lift your game“ (Macdonald 2005, p14) 
  So who gets to decide what we see of the world and from whose viewpoint? In the past this role has been filled by mainstream media organisations and to a certain degree governments. But now with the internet bringing the world and all its boundless baggage to our lounge rooms and offices we are not only able but invited to have our say about issues which we may have had no knowledge of without this global medium. Giving us information from many and varied sources and with any number of motives for providing such information. There was a time when we relied solely on the newspaper for our view of the world then came the wireless and later newsreels and TV but all of these sources are biased, owned, controlled and published by ‘them’. Parties or corporations with a particular perspective who will decide what information they will provide us with and how it is presented. 

  Then came the internet. A medium that allows the everyday Joe to easily post comment on any issue or event in which they care to have a say. This ready access to information and the ability to express an independent view point is encouraging people to scrutinise what information they see, seek varied sources and compile a more well rounded view of the world in which we live. I believe that the ability to access such a wide range of view points has the potential to create a global wealth of information and a multi-faceted way of interpreting it. However not everybody is going to be happy about the way in which certain issues are presented. Religious issues, for example, are something sure to spark comment from a broad spectrum of people, all of whom partial to their own individual belief systems and values. When people are posting articles about something they feel strongly about they do not necessarily research or reference their information therefor giving possibly a very one sided perspective but is this any different or better than the one presented by a news corporation?

