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I know you have seen an incident of prejudice or discrimination at some point in your life.  Whether this action was stemmed from a difference of color or beliefs, it was still a bias look at one’s own misinterpreted view of what is the truth.  The graph on page 369 in the book Sociology by John J. Macionis shows the vicious cycle of how prejudice can lead a minority becoming socially disadvantaged and then as a result being viewed as inferior and the cycle starts over again (Macionis 369).  The truth is that this vicious cycle occurs every day and is fueled by an uneducated and unfounded belief in superior races.


The first stage of this cycle begins with a prejudice or discrimination against a certain group of people (Macionis 369).  These actions or beliefs happen every day in our society.  Here in the South, we can see a prejudice against African Americans.  The prejudice is fueled by old beliefs that African Americans are used as workers.  It is an old and ignorant belief that dates back to the 1800’s when African Americans were used as slaves.  An even newer prejudice is geared toward the ever growing Hispanic community.  This prejudice is fueled by the rapidly growing population and a lack of socialization by the Hispanic immigrants.  Some people believe that just because someone looks different or speaks a different language that they should not be allowed the same privileges.


This action of prejudice and discrimination leads to a disadvantaged minority group (Macionis 369).  We have seen this to be the case with the African American population.  This minority group was denied access for education and health care for a number of years.  Still today you can see that in some situation it is still hard for African Americans to enjoy the same benefits as Caucasians.  With the political barriers being broken with Obama becoming President, hopefully this will break the chain of African Americans being viewed as disadvantaged.  

The Hispanic community is also viewed in much the same way that African Americans were viewed for years.  Hispanics have little access to health insurance and education opportunities.  With the lack of education opportunities they have little access to good paying jobs. This lack of opportunity puts them in a disadvantaged state where they have to work twice as hard for the same money another group would be able to obtain.  With little access to health care they tend to be at more risk of disease and less likely to seek medical attention when they are sick.  This lack of health care leads to a shorter life span among this minority.


The disadvantaged view of a minority group leads to a sense that the group is inferior (Macionis 369).  With the African American population, this was portrayed as ‘White’ being a superior race over them.  This is a very ignorant view of the situation.  However, it does date back to slavery and the fact that, in an attempt to maintain control over slaves, slave owners had to instill a sense if inferiority in the slaves they owned.  

Like with the African American population, the Hispanic community is viewed as inferior.  With the lack of education this minority has, they revert back to the only language they know Spanish.  Most people look at this as ignorance of living in the United States and not being able to speak English.


You can now see how this cycle is ever flowing and never ending.  The more cycles it makes the worse the prejudice and discrimination gets.  After a while it can lead to violence and even war.  This is the same cycle that Adolf Hitler used to rally the Nazi party against the Jews.  This cycle is fueled by fear, hate, and ignorance and a sense of not wanting to accept the fact that someone that is different may have a chance to become better.  Hopefully with the changing views of African Americans, now with a mixed race President, the United States can break this cycle.  I see it taking many more years to break the cycle for the Hispanic community.  Just think about the actions and thoughts you have the next time you view someone as ‘different.’  The truth that we are all created equal will hopefully prevail and the cycle will finally be broken for good.
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