What is radiation therapy?
· It is a treatment modality used to treat different types of cancer.

· Radiation therapy is the medical use of ionizing radiation (high intensity x-rays) as part of cancer treatment to control “cancer” cells. 

· Radiation therapy works by damaging the DNA of cells.
Several different ways in order to administer Radiation Therapy. 
· External beam which is the most used for majority of treatments. The machine used to produce the external beam radiation is called a linear accelerator. 

· Brachytherapy uses radioactive materials such as Cesium(Cs 137), Iridium (Ir-192) or gold (Au-198). The use of brachytherapy allows for the radioactive material to be placed next to or directly into the tumor. 
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So, how does one get into the Radiation Therapy program?
· First you need to apply to Armstrong by going to their website at www.aasu.edu
·  Once you have taken the required core courses needed, you must submit a formal application to the radiologic sciences department by November 1st (deadline).

·  Word of advice- start taking the related core classes needed for radiation therapy, so you don’t waste time taking classes you don’t need. 
Radiation Therapy Requirements
· Applications will be accepted on a “competitive” basis and written notification of acceptance will begin March 1st. 

· GPA, number of science courses completed, overall completed course work, and an interview (if needed) .

~A GPA of 2.5 or higher is required for all college work.  Only 15 students get accepted each year.

~More information about requirements needed can be found@ www.radsci.armstrong.edu.


Once you get into the program you will start on-the-job training to become a radiation therapist
· On the job training will include:

~Going to different clinical sites where you will learn how to become a radiation therapist.


      
~This internship will help you   

              learn all the skills required to:


      

- deliver radiation therapy 

                          - perform CT scans         

             - take and develop x-rays 

       

- “set-up” patients 
                         
-  learn how to interact    

                              with patients by seeing   

                              them frequently                   

                              and by  helping them get   

                              rid of their disease.



Clinical sites for the Radiation Therapy program include:
· Anderson Cancer Institute Radiation Oncology Center, Savannah, GA

·  Savannah Radiation Oncology Center, Savannah, GA

· Southeast Georgia Health System Oncology Center, Brunswick, GA

·  Roper Radiation Oncology Center, Charleston, SC
·  Medical University of South Carolina Oncology Center, Charleston, SC



Important information on why you should choose radiation therapy as a profession 
· The salary range is from around $65,000-$85,000 per year (varies depending on location, education, and skills).

·  Almost all working schedules are from around 8am-5pm Monday through Friday, with the exception of coming in on the weekends when on call (usually for emergencies).

Future Career Opportunities 
· Dosimetrist- performs calculations to come up with treatment parameters such as field size, tumor volume, and critical structures.

·  Physicist- deals with “regulating” the treatment machine and any problems that may occur. 

~For more information visit   

                 www.aapm.org.

· Physicians assistant (PA)-        

      ~For more information go to    

         www.aapa.org.




  Educational Websites
	National Cancer Institute 
	www.nci.nih.gov

	National Institute of Health  
	www.nih.gov/health

	Oncology Web Site 
	www.intravsn.com 
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