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Thesis: There are several causes which have affected the traditional church to change into a new place of worship.

Audience: young, new local Christians.

Purpose: to inform new Christians in South Carolina why new styles and beliefs have formed at some Christian churches.


In a large church in Anderson, South Carolina, I was amazed by an arena of people worshipping to a live rock band during their church service. This was different from other churches I have attended, but should not every Christian church be similar on issues involving the church services or the Holy Bible? If we are all a part of one religion which follows the same book, what has caused these new places of worship to start to form in South Carolina? There are several causes which have affected the traditional church to change into a new place of worship. The beliefs and church actions in South Carolinian Christian churches caused a new type of church to express worship and praise differently.


There are several beliefs of Christians which have changed the Christian perspective and appearance over the past few decades such as drinking, piercings, tattoos, clothing, and the role of women in society. We have seen through our own amendments in the constitution that drinking is an issue. In the Bible it is written that Jesus turned water into wine and that drinking alcohol is fine as long as the drinker does not over indulge. If that is the case, why is it the perspective of some that it is a sin to consume alcohol? This belief caused churchgoers to perceive alcohol as something that is not always a sin. Tattoos and piercings were and still are also taboo in most churches. According to the Christian religion, we were created in God’s image. Is there a need for decorating our body, or is it only acceptable for women to have earrings and not facial piercings? These beliefs have caused new views on how a Christian can appear to others. Clothing has also changed drastically. Today it is acceptable to wear blue jeans, shorts, or t-shirts. Christians can go to churches in whatever the wish to wear. Churches want Christians to come to their church. The role of women in society seems the most offensive to the belief of equality. Women are equal to men, because they were both created by God in his image. In the Bible, God used women as important figures over the nation of Israel’s history. Esther, Deborah, the Virgin Mary, and Mary Magdalene are only a few females of importance. Because of these views from the Bible some churches now are led by women as pastors and youth pastors. All these new Christian beliefs combined help to cause a new place to worship. 


Pastors, music, and the actions inside the church have changed. Our values on Christian beliefs are in some ways outlined by our church leaders. Pastors sometimes can lead our set beliefs, but in modern times pastors are getting younger and more open to different interpretations of the Bible. Pastors today are more open to preaching sermons from the Bible, on Christian morals, or on the controversies of the time. They also can preach from multiple versions of the Bible as it constantly is translated in new ways. In some traditional Christian churches, only one view on a point in the Bible could be accepted. This would hold churches back in size sometimes, however, they will allow new or multiple beliefs on a subject to be accepted in a few of these “new” churches. Music has also caused these new church types to form. Music has branched out in these churches from gospel and hymnals. Rock, funk, country, and contemporary styles have developed into the music scene inside church services. Praise and worship music is accepting all styles to use for God. Sources come from any direction and any background to influence our ways of worship and praise. This is opening the church to everyone today.


These new Christian churches are the effect of all these causes. Humans are doing what makes them comfortable at church, and what people like is being infused into churches. If Christians like a certain type of music, piercings, tattoos, or certain version of the Bible, it is used in church services. The new place of worship is what humans, and that the Bible accepts under their interpretation. These new Christian churches will also keep changing with what styles people like and how they like to worship God. Importantly, Christians have set rules to follow. These guidelines in the Bible help to determine what is acceptable in these new places of worship. Following the Bible to our best understanding and praying to God are the only ways to form correct Christian places of worship and to let God’s will to occur in our lives. This keeps the effect of the new styles of church to remain Christian.


There are several causes which have affected the traditional church to change into a new place of worship. The causes of humans wanting to be more comfortable in church and churches becoming more modernized inside and out have created a new place of worship in South Carolina. Churches have been affected by younger pastors, music, clothing, and modern styles. This has lowered the number of judgmental Christians, and this has made churches more appealing to others. It is a good thing that this has happened, because more people do not feel as intimidated by the church. Christians can enjoy church and praise their Lord without as many concerns.

