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By definition socialization is a lifelong social experience by which people develop their human potential and learn culture. This means that for as long as we live society will affect us and teach us how we are supposed to act and interact with other people.  “I am the sculptor and I am the clay” pertains to socialization because in society we mold our peers and in turn society molds us. Our parents, government, and our friends all mold us into who we are. According to George Herbert Mead’s Theory of the Social Self we are sculpted from the time we are infants by the people around us and we prove it by imitating and pretending to be others.

“I am the sculptor…” refers to the effect that we as individuals have on the people around us. People around us know what is tolerable and what is not tolerable by the way we respond to them. We as a society provide guidance necessary for other humans to not only physically grow, but also mentally develop. Society has to help people develop personalities because humans are not born with that instinct. This is proven by feral children. When their parents lock them up away from other people they cannot develop personalities. Usually after they are rescued they cannot laugh, speak, or even smile. Unlike humans, other mammals’ behaviors are set by biology.

“…I am the clay” refers to the effect others and society has on us as individuals. Our experiences affect how we develop our necessary skills for survival. Our parents, our peers, magazines, television, and many other factors all contribute to the development of these skills. George Herbert Mead developed the theory of social behaviorism to explain how an individual’s personality is developed through social experiences. He believed that play is important to development of self. Up until the age of three we imitate others, between ages three and four we pretend to be someone else, and from age six and up we are in the game stage where we learn the rules, what they are and how to abide by them.  All of these activities allow children to put themselves in others shoes and see things from others point of view. By taking the role of others we become aware of ourselves. This shows how socialization and people mold us into who we are even when we are as young as three. 

“I am the sculptor and I am the clay” relates to sociology because we sculpt the people around us and society and the people around us mold us. Socialization is a never ending process. As long as we live we will sculpt and be molded. 

