Home School vs. Public school


Home school and public school both have their differences and similarities. With both ways of schooling there is still the matter of what time to get up, what to wear, the stress that peers create, and the opportunity for academic dishonesty. While some of these similarities and differences between home school and public school may not seem very significant, these factors can really affect your child’s learning.


Some people are morning people and some people are night people. For a night person the thought of getting up, getting ready, and being at school by 8 o’clock in the morning could make their head explode. In public school you have to wake up every morning no matter what type of person you happen to be. Sometimes you may even have to wake up earlier to get ready to catch the school bus. For a night person home school would probably be a dream come true. With home school, however, you have to also take into consideration what type of person the parent teaching the home school is. If the parent is the type to sleep late and the child is a morning person, the child might go stir crazy waiting for the parent to wake up. if the parent is a morning person then the child may end up getting up and doing school work by the same time it would in public school.

Next is the matter of what to wear to school. It can sometimes seem like a life and death situation to someone in public school. Children can be very cruel. In home school you do not have to wear the latest fashions. You can be as comfortable as you want, although if you lack socialization you get from public school, you may not know the appropriate clothes for certain situations.


Also, it has been proven that peers have tremendous effects on one another. Some children have developed eating disorders, hurt themselves, or hurt someone else as a result of peer pressure. Some people just see public school as a big popularity contest which creates stress that the youth today should not be worrying about. All of the worry about clothes and shoes has taken attention away from real problems that young people should be worrying about, such as getting into a good college. With home school there is no need to worry about a popularity contest, although when people have been home schooled their whole lives they do stress out about fitting into the real world. I know a guy who is home schooled and has no idea how to have a normal conversation without saying something rude or something that makes people uncomfortable. He flirts by hitting girls and he is sixteen. He obviously does not know how to conduct himself in public.


The next issue is academic dishonesty. It has a big part in school aged children’s lives whether they are home schooled or not. In public school children pass around answers or look over at the paper of the person sitting beside them. With home school, depending on the type of parent the student has, it can be a whole different ball game. I was very good friends with a guy who just would not go to school. Finally his mom got tired of trying to make him go to school, so she pulled him out of public school at fifteen and lied for him until he was seventeen and could legally drop out of school. Another guy I know is home schooled and very ignorant. He thought the capitol of South Carolina was Charleston. He did not think that people were mammals. He thought that animals were completely different than mammals, amphibians, and reptiles. It is very obvious from all of the things he says, that his mama does not teach him anything. He had a rough time in public school and instead of going to the school and doing something, his mom just pulled him out of school so she would not have to deal with it anymore. Now he is going to suffer for the rest of his life by being ignorant.  

There are many different reasons to put your child in public school. There are also many reasons why you may want to have your child home schooled. Before you make these major decisions which will affect your children for the rest of their lives, the following factors should be considered: Is your child a morning person or night person? What type of person are you? The stress other children may inflict upon your child, what type of clothes your child will be able to wear, and the temptation to be academically dishonest are also factors. All of these factors can heavily affect your child and hopefully you will make the right decision.
