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Shifting Gears


When it comes to automobiles two main choices are available; automatic or manual transmission. Many people today do not know how to drive a manual; however the first automobiles were manual. This helps to show how far the automobile industry has progressed from the past to now. This being said the automatic is the dominant choice in today’s world. The automatic is easier to learn, it has cruise control and therefore, it does not take as much work. They are also much better in traffic than manuals. When driving in the town or the city, the automatic is definitely the better choice.

Do you remember when you first began learning to drive? I definitely remember my first time driving. I was taught to drive a manual Dodge Raider. I thought, well this should be a piece of cake. Well that thought was soon in the past, by the time I got behind the wheel. Learning to drive a manual was probably the hardest thing I have ever done. The very first thing the driver has to know is the where the clutch, brake, and accelerator are. The driver also has to know when to let the clutch out, how much they should press the accelerator. If the driver does too much of one and not enough of the other, you will choke it down and the vehicle will cut off. The driver also has to be able to stop and start on a hill without rolling back into the car behind you. In an automatic the driver only needs to know where the brake and the accelerator are. The one good thing about learning to drive a manual is, as my daddy would say,”as long as you can drive a manual, you should be able to drive anything with four wheels. Because driving a manual is like riding a bicycle, once you learn you never forget.”

Automatic vehicles are wonderful when driving on long trips because they have cruise control. You can set the cruise control to the speed limit, then the only thing the driver has to do is watch out for the other drivers and steer, so they do not run off the road. In a manual, the driver has to keep watching their speed, and keep changing gears while watching out for the other drivers. Since automatics have cruise control, the drivers do not get as tired while you are driving as they would if driving a manual. I know from experience, when my family went on vacation to West Virginia we learned that a manual was not the best choice for long trips. Once we got started going down the road, it was not that bad, until the car in front of us started to turn. The driver has to pay more attention when driving a manual than when driving an automatic, because more time to stop is needed. By the time we had reached our destination, we were all so tired, especially the driver, all we wanted to do was pretty much rest. It took us at least a day to decide that we wanted to go out anywhere.

If you live in a town or city, a manual automobile is probably not going to be the wisest decision. In towns and cities there is so much stop and go traffic that an automatic is so much easier to operate. An automatic does not add as much stress to traffic as a manual does. Manual vehicles can also cause road rage for some people if they get behind a new driver who is driving a manual and gets nervous in traffic and chokes the vehicle down.  A manual can be very unnerving when you have to stop at one light, go fifteen feet changing gears from first to third twice, and then stop at another light. In an automatic the driver would be able to just stop and go. You do not have to change gears every five seconds which is very tiring and has been known to cause back trouble for some people. 


An automatic is clearly the better choice all the way around. The automatic is much easier to learn, better in traffic, and the automatic is not as much work. Manual vehicles may be more fun to drive for some people, but automatics are much more operable in the long run. Automatic automobiles do not cause as much problems physically or emotionally for that matter, as manual vehicles do. The bottom line is that they just are not as complicated as the manual automobiles.
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