
Can I Catch a Ride?


Gas prices, car insurance, and oil changes, those are just some of the many things that people look forward to when buying a car. But what if you do not have a car? What if a car is a privilege you cannot afford? That is what many parents say to their teenagers when they are coming of age for a driver's license. Even though many parents say cars are a privilege and that teenagers should be happy that they can even eat every day, I do not think this is true. Cars are essential to every day living. They get you to work and school on time and make it possible to do every day things in society, and parents, take for granted. Teenagers especially need cars during this phase in their life because they are becoming more responsible and independent from parents. Cars are a necessity for teenagers during high school and college; they can teach responsibility and transport them to where they need to be, and not having one can generate bad effects.


One of the worst downsides of not having a car is never being able to get somewhere when you need to be there. When someone else is taking you somewhere you cannot tell them how fast go, or how to drive. You also cannot be sure of what time they are going to pick you up or drop you off. I know this from personal experience of having to beg my mother for rides to all my football and basketball games, and other places. It is very frustrating to have to deal with this on a daily basis just because your parents will not buy you a car. It also makes others think you are unreliable or unqualified because you cannot make it to functions on time. This, in turn, can also lead to your ride becoming irritated with you always needing a ride everywhere you go. 


Not having a car has more bad side effects than just being late. It also means having to plead and beg for transportation. It becomes very tiresome for people, and parents, to always have to ride around teenagers to where they need to go and they soon become sick of it. It also makes the rider, or teenagers, uncomfortable for always needing a ride. Teenagers are very busy and usually have something to do which means they will be going to many different places. And when they are always wasting their gas money on going somewhere they do not even need to be at. This makes teenagers feel like they are using people and are being a burden to others. Also since you have to rely on people for rides all the time you lose a sense of independence that a car can give you. This is a terrible way for teenagers to feel.


More than just hurt feelings can result from not having a car. I also makes it very complicated to have a job or do any other kind of extracurricular activities. In order to have a job you must be flexible and be able to work certain hours every week. But if a teenager does not have a car they may not always be able to make it to work on time or they may be able to only work certain days which limits what they can do. It puts a damper on being able to make money which can also hurt parents in the long run. It also does the same thing for extra activities done after school or before school. It is hard for a teenage student to get involved in school if they cannot run themselves around in their own car.


A car is essential part of life for both teenagers and adults. It is a vital tool for humans in order to transport ourselves to the various destinations we travel to throughout the day. Teenagers are now becoming of ages where they are just as busy as their parents with jobs, extracurricular activities, and running errands. If teenagers do not have cars they could fall victim to being late and looking unprofessional. It could even make teenagers and college students more than parents can imagine. It is very important that parents buy or help their teenagers buy a car so they do not suffer the various challenges and outcomes of not having access to a vehicle.


