“I am the Sculptor and I am the Clay.”
One could read this quote literally; a sculptor is constructing a clay pot. However, this does not fully explain the true meaning of it. The quote can best be analyzed through its relationship to the Sociological term of Socialization. Look at this quote, and think of a parent and child, a mother and daughter, for example. The mother is the creator, or sculptor of her daughter. In turn, the daughter, who has been sculpted, is sculpting her mother, and both undergo socialization. 
The mother is the main person the young daughter has contact with. With this, we can understand that the mother is the most significant Agent of Socialization for her daughter. During the first stages of the daughter’s life, the mother will teach her to play, take turns, and share. Playing is critical for self development, according the George H. Mead, who explains that through play, we learn to take the role of others, pretend to be something else and learn the rules of game play. The daughter, at a young age will imitate her influential mother by “playing mommy” and eventually, at about six years of age, will learn to play fairly with others. During this socialization process, the daughter will also learn to take on gender roles, and become feminine through observing her mother’s actions. As the most important Agent of Socialization, the mother in this relationship will sculpt her daughter’s life in so many ways, and this sculpting, or socialization will continue throughout the daughter’s entire life. 

The new responsibilities this child builds will change her creator into not just a woman, but a mother and a caregiver. As the clay, the daughter will always be sculpted by her mother and other important people in her life. However, the daughter will also sculpt her mother’s life. Foreseeing her daughter’s birth, the mother underwent Anticipatory Socialization, where she prepared for her life with a brand new child. In this, she may have painted a bedroom, built a crib and visited the doctor for checkups. A new daughter changed the mother’s life; not just because of the added responsibility, but because of the socialization required to become a ‘mother’ and not just a woman. 

Although much socialization happens during childhood, it is a constant process. The daughter was socialized to become feminine and learn to play and the mother was socialized for parenthood, where she had to learn to manage her time between a child and work. Socialization doesn’t stop; eventually the daughter will go through the same parenthood process, where she will have to be socialized for motherhood. We are the clay when we are being socialized and the sculptor when we are socializing others. “I am the sculptor and I am the clay”; this quote brings a simple understanding to the process of socialization. 
