Val, Sandra, Jazmin, and Cam


Rubric  for “What’s Worth Assessing?”
	Assessment of responses 
	3 points
	1.5 points
	0 points
	Total Points

	What advice would you give the "critical friends" review team? How would you change the sample test items? 
	An accurate and revealing account in which the student makes subtle connections and goes beyond the information given to show some novel thinking.

Response is well supported by argument and evidence. Textbook readings were incorporated in some way into the response
	Though portions of the response are accurate, some misconceptions are evident. It may be necessary to "read between the lines" in order to understand the response.

Sketchy references to readings. Information from readings does not seem to be well understood or incorporated
	No response: or a very incomplete response
	

	What are the curriculum issues that need to be raised before the critical review is complete?
	An accurate and revealing account in which the student makes subtle connections and goes beyond the information given to show some novel thinking.

Response is well supported by argument and evidence. Textbook readings were incorporated in some way into the response
	Though portions of the response are accurate, some misconceptions are evident. It may be necessary to "read between the lines" in order to understand the response.

Sketchy references to readings. Information from readings does not seem to be well understood or incorporated
	No response: or a very incomplete response
	

	Can you think of an instance when you took a test that included items you felt weren't worth learning or assessing? How did you react?
	An accurate and revealing account in which the student makes subtle connections; some novel thinking is displayed.
	Any of the following:  
1. superficial account; more descriptive than analytical or creative. 
2. A fragmentary or sketchy account of facts and ideas, or uses broad generalizations.
	No response: or a very incomplete response
	

	In your own teaching, how are decisions made about what is worth learning, teaching and assessing?
	An accurate and revealing account in which the student makes subtle connections; some novel thinking is displayed.
	Any of the following:  
1. superficial account; more descriptive than analytical or creative. 
2. A fragmentary or sketchy account of facts and ideas or uses broad generalizations.

	No response: or a very incomplete response
	

	Contribution to advancing the discussion forum 
	Contributions reveal a capacity for exchange of ideas, concepts, and/or theories. Contributions help discussion advance because of shared concepts, ideas, experiences and perspectives. 
	 Contributions show an effort to consider the ideas of others, and help the discussion advance through the sharing of experiences. 
	Contributions were not given during the week the discussion was assigned. 
	

	Total Possible Points = 15                                                                            Total Points Earned = 
	


1. What advice would you give the "critical friends" review team? How would you change the sample test items?
Review the state standards and find out if ("How many items are there in our national seal?"), is a requirement. According to Stiggins, to know and to understand are not the same. Stiggins states that there are three ways to come to know something and one is memorize, the other is through repetition, and the last is presenting the new information into a novel situation to solve a problem. The question is too simple, and would better serve students to enable students further understand what the symbols questions. Once the students understand what they represent, it will be easier for students to know how many symbols are on the national seal. 
2. What are the curriculum issues that need to be raised before the critical review is complete?
Stiggins stated that by deemphasizing content mastery (lower order thinking), we could deny our students access to the content they need to climb the scale of critical thinking. The team needs to revisit their standards and change them to reflect opportunities for students to relate their countries heritage to their present life, as well as to figure out what was important to the nation. 
3. Can you think of an instance when you took a test that included items you felt weren't worth learning or assessing? How did you react?
One instance a few of us clearly remember of information that was not worth assessing was a heavy emphasis on dates in history. Stiggins stated that there are two types of content mastery: knowing something outright, and being able know where to find it. A heavy emphasis on dates created a lot of anxiety, and more information would have been what happened. A project such as Teacher Tube video, “We Didn’t Start the Fire,” would be a more meaningful way for students to tie together events they learned with dates.
4. In your own teaching, how are decisions made about what is worth learning, teaching and assessing?
Stiggins stated that, “All reasoning arises from a foundation of knowledge,” and that, “students are natural thinkers.” Once students learn targeted knowledge, they can then discover relationships and patterns between this and their own lives, they will then be able to take this new information with them and remember it for future use. These are the things that are worth teaching and assessing.
