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In the study of sociology there are three major theoretical approaches.  One is Structural-Functional, which is a system of interrelated parts that are stable.  Two is the Social Conflict approach, which is the theory that society is based on social inequalities, such as gender, age, and race.  The third and final approach is Symbolic Interaction which is the theory that society is an ongoing process.  Symbolic Interaction also states that people will interact using symbolic communications, and their reality will be constantly changing.  

The first question deals with an example of symbolic interactions.  Marriage itself is a symbol; marriage is a symbol of the love between two people.  Marriage is an ongoing process that requires constant communications between husband and wife.  The way people live everyday in marriage and out of it for that matter is constantly changing.  I chose this connection strictly because marriage is a symbol of love and the desire to live with another person for the rest of your life.  


The second question is definitely an example of conflict theory.  Conflict theory is based on the inequality of people based on their class, like gender.    In a marriage there are numerous times when conflict is unavoidable.  Marriage is a smaller form of a society, a very small one.  Marriage usually leads to the creation of a family which is social change because the small society grows.  


The consequences of marriage on society is an example of structural functionalism.  Marriage being a sub society helps shape the entire society into what it is.   A husband and wife typically agree on what is morally right and morally wrong, which is one of the most important points of structural functionalism.  I chose this connection because marriage is key to what makes our society what it is today.  In the United States it is expected for a person to go through high school, and go to college.  Then after they attend college they will find a successful career and eventually get married and start a family; this symbol is a huge part of our society.    
