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Socialization


Socialization is a lifelong learning process that helps us develop our personality. It is also essential to our development so that we can participate and function within our societies. The best way to understand socialization is to remember this quote, “I am the sculptor and I am the clay.” We as humans are influenced tremendously by our socialization; however we are not a slave to our socialization. We can change at any time, making us not only the clay but the sculptor as well. 

Psychologists believe that human behavior is instinctive, or that is simply our nature. Sociologists think more in terms of Nurture rather than Nature. They believe that we are not born with culture, but instead that it is something that is learned by the environment we are in, and the people we are around. Sociologists don’t believe humans become criminals because they are born that way, but instead they believe that we learn to become criminals based on the environment we are in. Now the people throughout life that help mold and teach us are called Agents. The Agents of socialization are family, school, community, work, and communication. During the first six years of a child’s life the family has the biggest impact on the child. Because the child is mainly around mommy, daddy, and maybe a sibling the child picks up on what they see them do or say. Extended family and grandparents also play a big role in the young child’s life. Once the child starts school he or she is suddenly exposed to a new environment. He or she is exposed to new ideas, new people, and begins to learn new behaviors. The school is also where the child has its first peer group. Sociologists refer to this as anticipatory socialization. Anticipatory socialization is, “learning that helps a person achieve a desired position.” (Macionis 127) This child is also influenced by the community. Scouts, clubs, sports, and church are all organizations where the child can learn generosity and teamwork. When the child is older he or she may get a job, in this case work is also an Agent. He or she learns how to take orders, new attitudes, and the power of money. Communication such as the internet, TV, and phone can have a large impact on an individual throughout their whole life as well. 

Many Sociologists have come up with different theories to help explain the socialization process. George Herbert Mead came up with the theory of social behaviorism to help explain social experiences. He believed that a one’s personality is composed of self awareness and self image. (Macionis 122) Charles Horton Cooley believed that self image is based on how we think others see us; he called this the “looking-glass self.” (Macionis 123) Lawrence Kohlberg’s theory was based on moral development. Kohlberg said that our development grows in 4 different stages. The first stage is immediate gratification and is where mostly young children stand. The second stage is when an individual only obeys the rules to avoid punishment. Children usually stay in this stage from about age seven to age ten. The third stage is where an individual follows values they have learned about right and wrong. A child typically gets to this stage around ten and stays here for most if not all of his life. The last stage is when an individual’s ethical principles kick in and they begin to do things based on abstract thinking. Some people never reach the last stage. 

The last type of socialization is total institution. Total institution is a total change in an individual’s socialization and is where people are isolated from the rest of the world or society and is controlled by another human being. (Macionis 134) These kinds of places are prison, drug and alcohol rehabs, and the military. The people in these institutions go through a process called resocialization. Resocialization is a drastic change to an individual’s personality and environment. This process in most cases completely changes the person. 

Socialization is a life long process that is critical to our development. We as humans need social experience in order for our personalities to develop. Throughout most of our lives we are the clay, constantly being molded and shaped by the people we are around. However, at some point we begin to mold our own self. At that point we are no longer just the clay, but we become the sculptor too. Socialization has a tremendous influence on us all but that doesn’t mean we have to be a slave to it. We can become the sculptor.  
