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“I am the sculptor and I am the clay”

“Socialization is a lifelong experience by which people develop their human potential and learn culture” (Macionis 116). Everything we encounter molds who we are, who we want to be, and who we become. Although society influences us throughout our lives we have the choice to act upon it however we please. Agents of socialization as well as our experiences influence our values, norms and behaviors. The societies in which we live mold our lives and we choose how we want to sculpt ourselves. 

 We are first socialized as infants. As an infant you are the clay. “Humans rely on others to provide the care and nurture needed not only for physical growth but also from personality to develop” (Macionis 116). People are not born with certain personalities or beliefs; they develop them through social experience. The way a human develops their physical or personality traits correlates with how they are raised. Nurture plays a huge role in the beginning stages of a human’s life. Parents and guardians should properly care for their young children in order for them to develop correctly.


Parents teach their children values, norms, and beliefs. These things change throughout their lives as they are constantly being socialized. As children grow up they have more opportunity to be socialized. Once they begin to attend school, church, or play sports, they are for the first time interacting with other agents of socialization. This is the time in every kids live when they start to develop self-concept. Agents of socialization have a big impact of how we view ourselves. For example, teachers, peers, coaches, parents, ministers, police and others teach us how to interact with others. According to George Herbert Mead, a famous sociologist, play is very important through the development of self. He believed that in order to develop ourselves, we have to put ourselves in someone else’s shoes. Children interact with their peers and choose who they want to be friends with. These decisions are usually based on similar interests, social backgrounds, age, and race. The process of socialization continues as our lives continue. 


Through childhood and young adulthood we are acting as the clay and as the sculptor. The older we become, the more decisions we have to make. The decisions we make are more important during this time in our lives because the paths we choose for are selves impact the rest of our lives. Teenagers struggle with their emotions and their personal identity. Who they are becomes more important as they move closer towards adulthood. We experience anticipatory socialization when we anticipate certain behaviors to achieve a certain goal or position. For example, if a student plans on having a well paying job, they must study hard in high school to get accepted into college so they can earn a degree to have a desired occupation. Gender socialization has an effect on humans at this age. Males and females go through puberty. People are treated differently and are expected to behave in ways according to their sex. Peer pressure and mass media that contains drugs, violence or sexual content can contaminate the minds of young adults. 


Finally, we are the sculptors of our lives during adulthood. Everything we have previously experienced and learned has contributed to who we have become. Most of our lives are spent in adulthood. Our personalities are developed by now but we are still open to change. The responsibilities of an adult are far greater than in any other stage of life. As we grow older, our lives become more complex. We not only have to mold our selves, but we have to mold our children if we become a parent. The decisions they have made in the past and those they make in the present are crucial to the stability of their lives. Adults run into a lot of conflicts because they are expected to juggle all of their priorities at once. We continue to change our norms throughout adulthood when we become an employee, a spouse, and/or a parent. We are the sculptors of our lives forever.


Socialization is very powerful. It is crucial in the process of human development. Humans need social contact in order to survive. Society, people, and personal experience teach us how to socialize. We learn how to mold ourselves from how society molds us throughout our lives. Without socialization, we would not be human.

Work Cited

Macionis, J. John. Sociology. Upper Saddle River, New York: Pearson Prentice Hall, 2008.

PAGE  
1

