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“I am the sculptor and I am the clay.”

“Socialization [is] the lifelong social experience by which people develop their human potential and learn culture” (Macionis, 116).  Socialization is the key to developing a person’s personality.  “Personality [is] a person’s fairly consistent patterns of acting, thinking, and feeling” (Macionis, 116).  Without socialization one is not able to communicate or interact with others.  If a child is left in isolation, they do not have an opportunity to experience the social interaction needed to develop a personality.  Children left in short –term isolation tend to be able to recover better than those that are left in that isolation for too long.  The longer the child is left in isolation and does not have any social interaction, the harder it is for the child to recover.  The way society influences us resembles the way that a sculptor molds clay into marvelous works of art.  In the same way that we are molded by others, we sculpt and mold others in society by interacting with them.

In society we are very similar to a sculptor’s clay in the fact that we easily mold to our surroundings, very similar to the way that clay molds to the sculptor’s hands while he is creating a work of art. George Herbert Mead developed the concept that “the self [is] the part of an individual’s personality composed of self-awareness and self-image” (Macionis, 122).  The only way that the self is able to develop is through socialization.  When an individual interacts with those around them using symbols such as words or gestures, they are witnessing the social experience.  Mead explained that in order to carry out the social experience, one must first understand the intentions of another.  Understanding the intentions of another is done by taking the role of another.  Taking the role of another is done by imagining how others see you or interpret your actions.  Mead said that, “by taking the role of the other, we become self-aware” (Macionis, 123).  What Mead is saying is that the self has two parts, "I" and "me".  The “I” part of the self is the subject side of the self, which is where a person acts as themselves.  The “me” part of the self is the object side of the self, which is where a person imagines the way that others see them.  According to Mead, taking the role of other is the most important aspect of social experience.  

We resemble a lump of clay with no shape when we are infants.  As an infant we do not have a self, meaning that we have not yet developed a personality.  Children use play to take the role of others; those others are typically the ones closest to the children or other wise known as significant others (Macionis, 123).  As children develop and their minds expand, they begin to take on the roles of many different people in many different situations at once.  As these children grow and mature, they begin to be influenced by many different groups.  Family, school, peers, and the mass media all play very large roles in how people are socialized.  These factors play both a positive and negative role in shaping our personalities.  People are not only socialized as a child; they become resocialized at each of the different stages of life.  Resocialization is the key to making sure that everyone changes to match their new roles that a new age brings with it.  This basically states that a person that is at the end of their life is not going to live life the same way that a person going through adolescence would live theirs.  With each age come different roles and expectations that must me achieved.  Resocialization is also used in prisons and institutions. “Total [institutions are settings] in which people are isolated from the rest of society and manipulated by an administrative staff” (Macionis, 134).  Resocialization in these cases is known as, “changing an inmate’s personality by carefully controlling the environment” (Macionis, 134).  This process is done by taking away everything that makes a person an individual, and makes them the same as everyone else around them by controlling food, clothes, the activities that are done, and controlling access to the outside world.  By making these people feel as though they have lost their sense of identity, the staff is able to try to rebuild a new type of self by using different types of rewards and punishments.  This process is very similar to the way that children are taught and socialized.  Resocialization does not work for everyone, in some cases the people change small amounts and still become hostile and bitter.  

In the same way that we are socialized, we are also able to effect the socialization of others.  The process of being able to affect others begins when a person is able to become a peer or have some type of influence on someone else’s decisions.  In most cases people begin to resemble sculptors about the time they enter school.  The way that these people/ children resemble sculptors is in the way that they are able to shape and influence the ideas, thoughts, and actions of those the same age or lower than their own.  


People are able to influence and shape the lives of others much easier as they get older.  Often times, people do not realize what an impact that they have on others.  Many adults begin to play a large role in the socialization process in children, especially those in their own family.  As most people reach adulthood they begin families of their own.  Within the families that adults create, they play a very large role in the socialization of their own children.  As stated previously, children are socialized by interpreting symbols from their surroundings.  Most of what children learn comes from their parents.  Many people play a large role in the socialization of others without even realizing that they are doing so.  Being a part of someone else’s socialization could be as simple as that person wondering how you view them as a person.  In shaping others lives, one is able to use all of the strategies in which they, themselves were socialized.  Whether one is using isolation, the way others use you as a looking glass for themselves, resocialization, or total institutions a person is easily able to be socialized by all of their surroundings.  The way that a person is socialized, including all of the different aspects of being socialized, resembles a sculptor in the fact that a sculptor is able to get ideas from any and everything.  People in society are able to absorb their surroundings like a sponge, and try to fit in to what roles society sets for them to achieve.

A lump of clay is very void and does not show any characteristics.  It is up to the sculptor to transform that lump of clay into a magnificent work of art.  The same occurs in the process of socialization.  When a person is born, they begin as a void lump of clay.  It is the process of taking in and understanding his/her surroundings that a person begins to show distinctive characteristics that make him/her an individual.  People are sculpted by every different part of society such as school, peers, the media, and significant others.  In the same way that people resemble that void lump of clay, they also assume the roles of the sculptor by being a part of society and having any type of relationship with those around them.  A sculptor is not limited to where his/her imagination flies.  The same occurs with the way that people act as a sculptor in the socialization process in some else’s life.  There is no limit to how, how much, or with what a person can be socialized.
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