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“I am the sculptor and I am the clay” is a quote that can have many meanings, depending on how you look at it. One of the things it can refer to is the socialization process. We are the clay because society shapes our beliefs, our feelings, and our actions. We are also the sculptors because we have the power to change society, which is the one thing that shapes our lives. 


While it might seem like we are free, really we are not. Our beliefs and our personalities are not some biological thing we develop as we grow up, but rather we develop them from all of our social experiences. As we move through life, we build ourselves from the social experiences that we have. As our position in society changes, we must change as well. A teenager going into adulthood cannot just make the transition out of nowhere. It is the experience of being an adult in one’s society that makes him into an adult.



Agents of socialization play a big part in how we socialize ourselves. Agents of socialization are the things that greatly influence our socialization process. During early childhood, we develop our morals based on the environment our family has set up. When we get older, we start attending school, where we begin to interact with other groups of people. Using the experiences we build from those groups, we start to develop our own sense of self. As we get older, other agents like cultural norms, the social environment we live in, and the people we develop deep bonds with provide us with more experiences to develop our values.


While society has a lot of control over who we are, we are the ones that mold and define it. Society will never be the same, because we are always changing it. Our actions alone can change how society affects us. People see how we react to different situations in everyday life, and they use our reactions to see how they fit into society. If we do something that seems right to them, they will use anticipatory socialization to change themselves to be more like us. Over time, people in a society start to change their values. As our values change, so does our society. The Industrial revolution is a pretty good example of people changing society based on changing values. Prior to the revolution, it was normal for the American family to have a lot of kids to help on the farm. After the revolution, it was normal for families to have fewer kids because we had machines to do most of the work.


We may never be free from society, but are not complete slaves to it either.  We have the freedom to shape society as we see fit. So, by shaping our society we are shaping our own lives.  As long as we have the power to realize that our society is shaping our lives, we can shape our own society thus taking control of our own lives.

