Think Global, Act Local

Mandatory recycling programs do work and can reduce waste in landfills. Many are mislead to believe recycling is too costly and does not conserve the environment. Some are let down by believing that recycling is a failure. Recycling does work and is cost effective. Recycling also reduces greenhouse gasses emitted into the atmosphere so that there is not a production of new materials. Employees and students do not take advantage of the recycling programs in their business and school. Educating businesses, schools and the general public is vital because over time, this waste adds up and fills up our landfills, causing them to shut down. The United States Government and local governments must require and enforce recycling in order to better our environment.


Many believe recycling is too costly, does not conserve the environment, and wastes more resources than it is beneficial. John Tierney writes in an article for the New York Times Magazine (“Recycling is Garbage”): “Recycling may be the most wasteful activity in modern America: a waste of time and money, a waste of human and natural resources” (qtd. in Bandow).  We know recycling does not solve every environmental issue because recycled paper and plastic have to go through an extensive chemical process. Recycling paper goes through a process that uses about a dozen of non hazardous chemicals in order to remove the ink. Also, recycling paper uses thousands of gallons of water. On the other hand, when a pound of material is recycled, industry avoids may more pounds of mining and extracting virgin materials such as paper, rubber and plastic. It comes down to you asking yourself which is more eco friendly.
Using recycled materials reduces greenhouse gas emissions and saves energy put into making brand new products. Recycling paper saves seventeen trees for every ton of paper recycled. The United States alone saves over 719 million trees every year. Reusing plastic is even more beneficial because plastic production from petroleum causes many health problems. “Over 10,000 landfills have shut down in the United States in the past fifteen years” (Hershkowitz). Landfills contaminate drinking water, soil, wetlands, and streams which can endanger the health of human beings and animals. Also, landfills are neither safe, nor cheap, even though they are the cheapest means of getting rid of waste. “Even if landfill capacity were as cheap and available as some insist it is, it would be unwise to bury valuable, already refined materials that took energy, resources, and money to produce when they can instead be productively recycled” (Hershkowitz). Dr Alan Hershkowitz, director of the National Resources Defense Council believes: “Everything costs money, including incinerators and landfills” (qtd. in Martin) “The difference is, recycling is designed to alleviate the burden our waste has on our communities” (Martin). “So yes, it is worth it” (qtd. in Martin). 
The biggest challenge lies in educating and motivating businesses, schools, and the general public. Educating the public about the benefits of recycling can ultimately make recycling worth it and can have a huge impact on how much waste can be saved by recycling. Stressing recycling in the workplace can form a habit amongst individuals which can carry over to them recycling at home. Educating children in school can make a huge, successful impact. Children strive to better the environment and in educating them, the children could educate and influence their friends and parents to recycle. Energy wasted by not recycling is much greater than the amount of energy used by producing new material. Stressing recycling to businesses, schools, and the general public can dramatically improve and sustain our environment by lessening the burden on landfills.
Some people are let down in believing recycling is a failure and is wasteful. Others believe what is put on the curbside ends up in a landfill or in a warehouse with nowhere to go, which is far from the truth. Michael Shapiro, the EPA’s director of the Office of Solid Waste, observes: 
“A well-run curbside recycling program can cost anywhere from $50 to $150 per ton of materials collected. Typical trash collection and disposal programs, on the other hand, cost from $70 to $200 per ton. This demonstrates that, while there’s still room for improvements, recycling becomes more cost effective” (qtd. in Hershkowitz)

According to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in 2002, US consumers recycled 28% of waste. Recycling definitely becomes more cost effective when a community comes together and reaches high waste reduction levels.  The effort put into recycling is obviously being put to use. Every Burt’s Bees packaged item is post industrial recycled. Recycling one aluminum can saves enough energy to run a television for three hours. Also, there is no limit to the amount of times an aluminum can can be recycled. Styrofoam is non recyclable. According to the EPA, Americans throw away over 25 billion Styrofoam cups per year and 500 years from now, the cups will still be in our landfills and they are still going to be piling up. Some coffee shops, such as Starbucks, will give discounts to customers who bring in their own mugs or cups, so there are some companies that are trying to make America more eco-friendly.  Americans dispose of 2.5 millions plastic bottles every year. Five plastic bottles can make a fiberfill for a ski jacket. Coca Cola now makes t-shirts out of their plastic bottles. Every ton of paper recycled saves approximately seventeen trees. Recycling does reduce costs, waste, and creates jobs which is a great opportunity for the handicapped, and improves the environment and health of both human beings and animals.

The United States is by far the most wasteful country on the planet. According to the EPA, we dispose of 210 million tons of waste every year, and the yearly costs of disposal is around $45 billion. Many are mislead to believe recycling is too costly and does not conserve the environment. Some are let down by believing that recycling is a failure. Recycling does work and is cost effective. Mandatory recycling programs do work and can reduce waste in landfills. Simple habitual actions, such as recycling, can make a huge impact on our environment. The government must require and enforce mandatory recycling programs in order to better our environment. Recycling programs do work efficiently and can reduce waste in the landfills. Recycling begins with the people. Everyone can easily participate in an organized program. The biggest challenge lies in educating and motivating businesses, schools, and the general public. By achieving this, we can better our environment, and health.
“Waste is a terrible thing to mind, recycle.” –US Bumper Sticker
