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Thesis: Still throughout America we find that public education is preferred over home schooling because it offers students a larger variety of resources as well as many opportunities that students can take place in to have lifelong experiences that home schooling cannot offer. 

Audience: Parents deciding whether they should home school their child or send them to public school.

Purpose: To persuade people the benefits of sending their child to public school over homeschooling them. 


Arguments on whether public schooling is more beneficial than home schooling has always been a large topic of discussion over the past couple of years. The question many have raised is which truly is better, public schooling or home schooling? Some people argue that home schooling is more valuable than public schooling but many disagree. Still throughout America we find that public education is preferred over home schooling because it offers students a larger variety of resources as well as many opportunities that students can take place in to have lifelong experiences that home schooling cannot offer. These opportunities and available resources are key elements when shaping a student's life whether it is academically or personally.


There are numerous advantages to how students can benefit from attending public schools rather than being home schooled. Some of these benefits can be seen by the human eye and some are only mental aspects that are not visual. There are many factors that contribute to the benefits that students receive from attending public schools. These favorable factors include well-qualified teachers, academic standards, socialization, competition, as well as a way to build and uphold the values and beliefs of our society as a whole. This is not to say that a student would not receive these certain factors if they were home schooled, but when in public schools these factors are inevitable and students are going to learn them regardless. This is true, because when in a public school environment students are around different people and in a totally different setting than their home, so this provides them with the beneficial factors as named above and they have no control over it unlike how they would have control over it if they were home schooled. Some people feel that being exposed to these certain benefits without total control over are bad; this is one of the reasons why parents choose home schooling over public schooling.


“Many public schools throughout the nation have strong records for academic achievement and safety”(Needlman). Through this, Needlman is explaining that public schools are well equipped with technology, academic standards, dedicated teachers, and advanced supplies that may not available to students who are home schooled. Unfortunately, with home schoolers being without many of these supplies, some of these students may find themselves having their academic life put at risk. “They [parents] are active participants who expand, explain, and encourage their children to be inquisitive and explore the specific areas that interest them without the constraints of arbitrary rules set up by an outside source” (Connolly). With this, we can understand that parents are in control of how well equipped their teaching is and how their children will learn to be more inquisitive in life and of things that interest them, instead of having to follow specific rules and use advanced supplies that might be too difficult and confusing for them. But without some of this advanced technology, home schooled children may find they are less educated when it comes to using technology and other supplies in the future.  Also, some other features that public schools offer are programs for students who have difficulty in learning, programs for children who have special needs, academically advanced programs, as well as other beneficial features. Without these beneficial factors being available when being home schooled, people find that sending their children to public schools in the long run is very rewarding. 


With “public school providing a wide variety of resources and experiences, including the opportunity for youths to develop the social skills necessary for success in adulthood” (Hudak) it can be determined that public education is a better choice. To support this, public schools offer extracurricular activities, hobby's, and clubs; all of these contribute to developing the skills such as social and academic skills that are important when trying to achieve success adulthood.  Without having these crucial factors, a student that was home schooled, may find that in the long run they are missing some type of social or mental skill that they would have learned if they would have went to public schools and participated in such extracurricular activities. Also, without having these extracurricular activities available, such as sports, “a child may lack the motivation that is often generated by competition in a public setting” (Bell). Relating this to sports, a child who takes part in an organized sport finds themselves being in a setting of competition which teaches them to have motivation for what they are competing for; this also goes for a setting in the classroom as well. On the contrary, Connolly says “Another benefit to homeschooling is that the parents model and reinforce valuable behavior and deemphasize undesirable behavior in a natural manner.” Through this we can determine that children who are home schooled is socialized by their parents. With being socialized by their parents, they are molded and shaped into the person that their parents want them to be. Without being in a public school setting, they are not introduced to what interacting with other children their age has to offer. They cannot develop their own sense of mind or think and defend themselves in the long run.  With these specific reasons, it can be determined that a child benefits greatly from interacting with children their age when it comes to socializing.


There are also many challenges that come with homeschooling that is not a problem with public schools. One of these challenges would be time demand. What some parents may not realize when considering homeschooling their child is how much time it takes to put into this to ensure their child the most efficient and up to date education. Debra Bell states that “homeschooling is a tremendous investment of time and energy.” This is true to the fact that it does take more energy and time than some parents are willing to put in.  To contrast this, Connolly states:


When a family home schools, this reciprocal relationship is magnified. Homeschooling 
participants are affected by more than just the person who sit at the home school table. All 
generations create and reinforce the bond between family members. Homeschooling families 
spend their time laughing, playing and living with each other 24/7. (Connolly)

Connolly shows us that when homeschooling parents and children make their bond between them stronger but what some may not realize is that being with your family 24/7 can be a disadvantage as well. For example, it may lead to many arguments and disagreements as well as hurt feelings and grudge holding. On the whole, public schooling does not bring possible conflict between families.


Also, when homeschooling your child it can limit their community involvement and there could also be teach limitations as well. For instance, when a child goes to a public school they are being taught by people are who are required to be certified in that field and maybe even specialize in a certain subject but when being home schooled “...there are no requirements that parents doing home schooling be trained, experienced, certified or evaluated—or have any particular qualifications” (Hudak). This can become a large disadvantage to the  children who are being home schooled because their parents or the person who is homeschooling the child may not know certain educational information that may be taught to certified teachers that teach in a public school setting. Also, this is a major disadvantaged to the child as the go one to higher education; they have the possibility of not knowing some vital information that was supposed to be taught to them when they were younger. 


Another aspect that is important when comparing public schooling and home schooling is that “public-school students must demonstrate adequate academic achievement” (Hudak). With this, students are required to complete certain standards that are set by the state in which they live in and in order to climb the ladder of higher education, a student must accomplish these standards. Also, there are certain tests that students are required to take while attending public schools. These tests are required by law and are a way of looking at how successful schools are when teaching students and determining how many the students are truly learning. “On the other hand, home schooled students are not required to demonstrate academic achievement on the state assessments, and their curriculum is not compelled to include any standards” (Hudak). Unfortunately, this plays a major part on how successful a student can be. There are many home schooled students who are successful and at times more successful than other students who graduated from public schools. On the other hand, Connolly states that “The home school curriculum is flexible. The parameters are determined by the best teachers available, the parents, who know and love their children.” Through this we can obtain that parents who home school their children have full and complete control over what curriculum they learn, which sometimes can be a bad thing because they might not know the exact material their child is supposed to be learning at that time of their life. The problem that remains is the students who are home schooled and are not receiving the correct curriculum and state assessments that are needed when trying to reach a higher education. 


Public education and homeschooling are different in many ways. Unfortunately, homeschooling is not as well equipped with specific curriculum and assessments as public schools are and that leaves students who are home schooled at a disadvantage when going out into the real world. Without the favorable factors, such as well-qualified teachers, academic standards, socialization, and competition that public schools contribute to students as they climb the ladder of higher education, a student who is home schooled cannot be truly ready if they are not prepared in the right way. In conclusion, it can be determined that “public schools boost children's development of social skills and employability skills that are critical to their becoming successful adult” (Hudak).
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