Course Policy - MAT091-04
Fundamentals of Mathematics

Fall, 2008
Course Description: This course develops a solid base in the principles of arithmetic.  
It includes operations and applications of whole numbers, fractions and decimals and an introduction to percent numbers.  Math study skills and successful student strategies are integrated throughout the course. 
Note: Students earn no credit for this course if they have already received credit for a mathematics course having a higher course number. The course does not satisfy the college math requirement for graduation.

Instructor:  Professor Shirley A. MacKenzie

Office:  E-321-D


e-mail:  smackenzie@bhcc.mass.edu    

Phone/Voice Mail:  (617) 228-2287 
website:   http://learn.aero.und.edu 
Office Hours: Monday 1:00 – 2:00

Wednesday  2:00 – 3:30

            Tuesday 10:15 – 11:15
Friday  1:00 – 2:00
or by appointment 
 Required Course Materials:

Text:  – Essential Mathematics with Applications (7th edition) 
 Barker, Aufmann, Lockwood – (Houghton Mifflin, 2009  
Custom edition ISBN# 0-547-22664-0)


Other:  BHCC ID (for access to the Computer Lab) 

3-ring Binder or Notebook
2-pocket Folder
Pencils or Erasable Pens
Objectives & Teaching Procedures:  The course’s mathematics objectives are listed at 
the beginning of each of the assigned textbook units and chapters.  The complete 
list of objectives (mathematics content and successful student strategies) is also attached to this course policy.  A variety of instructional modes will be used in working toward these objectives.  These will include lectures and whole class discussions, individual and small group discussions, workshops and demonstrations using manipulatives, calculators, and/or computers.  Content will be presented at a pace designed to match the attached target calendar. 
 

Assistance:  You will have the assistance of your instructor during class and office hours.  Your fellow students are also readily available resources. The Tutoring and Academic Support Center (E174) provides math tutoring on a drop-in basis.  TASC cannot help with graded homework problems or take-home tests.  You should bring your textbook and materials with you when you seek tutoring and have your student ID number to log into the TASC’s computer database. In addition, computers are available for your use in the Center for Self-Directed Learning (E235), Math Computer Lab (M103), and TASC (E174).  Some mathematics software can be obtained from your instructor for use off campus.
Policy for Individuals with a Disability:  Bunker Hill Community College is committed to providing equal access to the educational experience of all students in compliance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  Any student who has a documented disability requiring an accommodation should immediately speak to the professor.  Students with disabilities, who have not already done so, should schedule an appointment at the Office for Students with Disabilities (D106A) in order to obtain appropriate services.

 

Attendance & Class Participation:  You are expected to attend ALL classes, arriving ON TIME and staying UNTIL DISMISSED.  The number of absences in the semester is a factor in your eligibility for an IP grade.  Late arrivals will be recorded and lost class time will count toward absences.  Moreover, late arrivals will result in missed quizzes or class activities from which extra points are determined to add to your grade.  You are responsible for all material covered in class or assigned.  You are expected to be attentive to and participate in all classroom discussions and activities.  You are expected to conduct yourself in a manner which is considerate and respectful of your fellow students.  Cellular phones, pagers, CD players, cassette players and radios are prohibited from class.  In the case of an extended absence (such as for a serious illness), you should call the Dean of Student Affairs so your instructors will be notified.  In such situations, arrangements for make-up work will be negotiated individually with the instructor.

 

Assignments:  The instructor will assign homework for each unit.  These will be problems from the text, activities using computer software, or prepared worksheets.  Be sure to actually READ the material and DO the problems or activities.  All textbook homework should be done neatly in your notebook with work included. (Answers alone are not sufficient for full credit.)  Explanations should appear in acceptable written format.   Homeworks will be checked are graded and count toward your course grade.  Homeworks deemed in unacceptable format will be returned to the student ungraded.  Homework for a Unit must be complete before the Unit Test is given.  FOR EACH CLASS MEETING YOU SHOULD EXPECT TO STUDY AT LEAST 2½ –  4  HOURS OUTSIDE OF CLASS.  You may also be advised to do supplementary work in the Computer Lab or text, or to seek help in the Tutoring and Academic Support Center.

  

Unit Tests:  Unit tests will be scheduled according to the Target Calendar. Tests may be taken ONLY DURING CLASS HOURS ON AN ANNOUNCED TESTING DAY or other times announced by the instructor.  If you have completed your preparations for a unit (homework assignments and study time), you may take the Unit Test. Unit Tests will include mathematics vocabulary and problem-solving skills as well as computations.

Portfolio:  To assess the successful student strategies objectives, each student will produce a portfolio of completed activities.  

“Open” Testing:  Additional “open” testing times will be made available for students who were absent on an announced testing day, or who were unprepared for the scheduled test.  However, an individual student may only use 2 “open” testing times.  The most recent Unit test grade will be used in the calculation of your course grade.

 

Exit Test (Final Exam):  A minimum grade of 70% is required for satisfactory completion of the course.  Any student who does not achieve at least a 70% on the second attempt MUST RETAKE THE COURSE regardless of the recorded grades on any other course activities.
Quizzes & Graded Activities:  The instructor may begin class with a short quiz or graded activity.  These may cover computations, vocabulary, notation, etc..  The accumulated grades will contribute up to 4 additional points to your course grade.

 

Grading:  Your grade is determined as the weighted average of your scores on various activities in the course:

 

Unit Tests . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 30%



Homework Assignments (Text). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
 15%

                     
Homework Assignments (Other). . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   15%



Final Exam . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  30%


Portfolio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   10%

Quizzes & Activities. . . . . . . . . . . . .up to 4 additional points on the course 






grade

Letter grades will be assigned in accord with the definition of grades published in the College Catalog.

(Students must earn at least a C in MAT091 AND a 70% on the Exit Test (Final Exam) to enroll in any subsequent mathematics course.  
 

IP Grade:  If you do not finish all the course work within the 16 week semester, you may receive an In Progress (IP) grade if you satisfy the following conditions:

1.   You have no more than 3 absences.  (Only documented hospitalization, court appearances, or military service will be excused.)

2.   You have completed at least 70% of the course.

3.   You have been making steady progress with the course material.

4.   You sign an IP contract with the instructor during the last week of class.  

IP grades are not automatic.  The IP contract states the conditions and timetable for completion of the remaining course requirements.  Any IP which is not completed according to the conditions of the IP contract automatically becomes an F.  

Syllabus
Ref: – Essential Mathematics with Applications (7th edition - custom)  
Barker, Aufmann, Lockwood (Houghton Mifflin, 2009)
ISBN# 0-547-22664-0
Unit Name



Chapter               Pages
       Allotted Time

   

Pretest  / Orientation / Learning Styles

0.5 weeks
 

Whole Numbers


Chap. 1
       2 – 62

   4 weeks 

 
     






 

Fractions



Chap. 2
     63 – 124 

   5 weeks
      

Decimals & Percent


Chap. 3            125 – 172 

 3.5 weeks
 




Chap. 5            201 – 210 

   2 weeks
 


                   (5.1, 5.2 only)

    

Final Exam

 

Note:  Calculators may be used only at the instructor’s discretion for designated problems and assignments. 
           CALCULATORS ARE NOT ALLOWED FOR THE EXIT EXAM (FINAL EXAM).

The content above will be supported/supplemented with materials developed as part of a National Science Foundation grant (NSF9950568-F02).
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