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Thesis: Gas prices are ridiculous, and the reasons are vast, but not all of them are as important as others. The media, war, natural disasters, and certain restrictions, all effect the price of gas.

Audience: General

Purpose: The purpose of my essay is to inform the readers of the causes of high gas prices.

Gas prices are ridiculous, and the reasons are vast, but not all of them are as important as others. The media, war, natural disasters, and certain restrictions, all effect the price of gas. Natural disasters cause damage which requires clean up, and the media uses natural disasters to say that it will effect oil supply which causes people to panic. The war uses up an abundance of fuel also, and environmentalist prevent drilling in certain areas. There are many reasons why gas is high, some of them are even related and can cause somewhat of a domino effect as far as the prices in gas rising. 
One reason that we have high gas prices is the war. I am not against the war but any war is expensive. If you look at all of the vehicles and tanks that are over there you can see how much fuel is used. Another reason that war uses fuel is the use of generators. Generators, which use fuel, are used as a source of power, and depending on how many troops are at base effects the amount of generators which in turn effects the amount of fuel used. The war also effects gas prices because a lot of the United States’ oil supply comes from the Middle East, which is where all of the conflict is, so if we have conflict with one of our suppliers we would have to pay more than if we were at peace with that country.
Another reason that we have high gas prices is natural disasters. There could be some effect on the price because of all the clean up and the equipment that it takes to clean up debris. Natural disasters such as hurricanes can damage harbors which can prevent oil tanker ships from being able to dock and get oil to us. Also oil rigs are located off the coast, and if one or more of those were damaged during a storm a lot of oil would not get to us and it might take some time and more fuel to repair. Natural disasters do cause high gas prices themselves, however the oil companies are always looking for an excuse to make gas prices higher and a natural disaster is a perfect excuse for them.
The media is another reason that gas prices are so high. The news recently talked about the hurricane effecting the oil refineries and people freaked out and went to the gas station to fill up on gas. So what did the gas stations do? They jacked up the prices. Some places went up over a dollar per gallon just over night. The oil companies look for any reason they can find to make gas more expensive. The media causes a lot of panic in our nation not just with gas but that is one main thing that they mislead people about today. I would be willing to bet that if there would not have been news story on the hurricane, then there would not have been lines at all of the gas stations, and the gas would not have gone up a dollar over night. So many people will believe anything that they hear, that the media could probably persuade half of the nation to do just about anything.
We have oil fields in Alaska, but organizations such as PETA don’t want us to drill there because of the wildlife. If we do drill in Alaska we might not see gas prices drop instantly but it would be better in the long run because we wouldn’t have to depend on other countries for oil. Environmentalists think that it will be bad for the environment and will ruin the land up there. PETA is worried about the animals’ heath and habitat. It is not like having an oil line in Alaska is going to ruin the whole state; it would only effect an area so big. I am not saying that it is not going to effect  any of the animals or their habitats but that would be a sacrifice that we would have to make.
There is no reason that gas prices should be as high as they are. There are reasons for high gas prices such as the media. The media will make people over react, and natural disasters causing clean up, which uses fuel. Certain organizations also prevent drilling in some areas in the United States, such as Alaska. The whole gas thing is out of control but there are many reasons for it, but there are also things that could be done to lower the prices. 
