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Aims

To introduce the topic of the four seasons and weather patterns

To give practice in using the internet/computers

To increase students understanding of Australia’s weather and drought problems

Learning objectives

Affective

Students will develop an interest in Australia’s climate

Students will be curious about how weather works

Students will develop an appreciation of how precious Australia’s water is

Behavioural

Students will complete an internet task

Students will develop skills in researching a particular topic

Students independently, in pairs or in learning teams will be able to complete the computer task

Cognitive

Students will work towards an understanding of climate change and global warming

Students will begin to connect with their own lives and surroundings

Students will remember the previous 2 lessons 

Tuning in (10min) Students sitting on the floor 

· Teacher led class discussion

· What do you know about the seasons?

· How many seasons are there?

· Can you name them?

· What are the characteristics of each season?

· Have the seasons changed at all?

· When does one season stop and the other start?

· Explanation of internet task

Procedural steps (40min)

· Students to go to www.bom.gov.au
· Students to click on the following links: climate-climate data online-monthly stats-Vic Melbourne airport

· Students to examine the maximum and minimum temperatures per month. 

· Students to examine the monthly rainfall

· Students to examine the monthly clear and cloudy days

Wrapping up and review (10min)

· Shared time

· Students to sit down on the floor

· Student led discussion

· Volunteers to discuss what they have found/discovered

Extension activities

· Click on the picture of the map of Australia on the stats page. Compare the map of Australia each month for maximum and minimum temperatures. 
· The above procedure can be followed for rainfall averages
Teacher’s resources

· Photocopies of sheets explaining what links to follow for the internet search
· Activity sheet and computers
