Subject Content Summary:

Given Australia’s current climatic conditions, this unit could be taught anywhere within Australia.  Being a unit that reflects a national issue, it would be ideal to place this within the course framework, possibly after a unit regarding a local community issue and before a larger global issue – possibly globalisation.  The intentions of this unit are for students to use their deeper thinking and to further their skills, therefore this would ideally be a Level 4 VELS topic.

Inquiry Unit:

Participation within this unit will require students to use a large variety of skills including:

· Analyzing, 

· Checking, 

· Cooperating, 

· Designing, 

· Explaining, 

· Interpreting, 

· Listening, 

· Locating information, 

· Presenting, 

· Reading, 

· Reporting, 

· Seeing patterns, 

· Sharing ideas, 

· Speaking, 

· Summarizing, 

· Visually representing, 

· Working independently,

· Working within groups.

Students will also learn a lot about water conservation, such as:

· Ideas on how to save water in the home

· Ideas on how to save water with the school

· Bigger picture, Australia wide water saving

· Geographical problem areas within Australia

· Water treatment solutions ie, waste water

· Water trading within Australia’s states

One of the major positives of this unit is the fact that, as you can see, there are so many skills being utilise.  Consequently, students will gain a great deal of benefit from this unit, on top of the information they will learn about the topic of water conservation.
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Aim/s:

To introduce the topic of water conservation and discover what the students already know

VELS Learning Outcome:  Level 4 – Humanities – Geography – “Using an inquiry-based approach, students explore environmental issues and consider possible solutions to current and future challenges. Students learn about environmentally sensitive areas such as local remnant vegetation, rivers, alpine Victoria, Gippsland Lakes and national parks and explore ways of protecting these unique environments in a sustainable way for future generations.”

Objectives:


Cognitive


Students will understand more about water conservation

Affective



Students will become more confident in water saving techniques


Behavioural



Students will be able to identify terms that relate to the topic of water conservation
	Time
	Procedure
	Management/

Organisation/

Resources

	5mins

20mins

25mins

10mins

30mins
	Engagement

Ask Students:

Has anybody heard of the term “water conservation”?

What do you know about water conservation?

Procedural steps:

Using a mindmap, ask students to indentify words relating to “water conservation”.  The centre of the mindmap shall show “Water Conservation”.  Draw this on the board and ask students to put their hand up and contribute ideas.  Write students ideas on the board.

Show the video “Water in Australia”.

Discuss any keypoints from the video.

Conclusion

Using the words from the mindmap, students are to create their own wordfind.  Students are to use the wordfind worksheet provided
	Video: “Water in Australia”

Water Conservation wordfind worksheet




Assessment and record keeping of students’ achievement:

Completed wordfinds are to be handed in.

Teachers’ resources:

· Video: “Water in Australia”
· Water Conservation wordfind worksheet
	Water Conservation Wordfind
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Directions:  You are to complete the wordfind below using the words from the 

	mindmap on the board.  You must use 15 words in your wordfind.
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Name:  Troy Stafford & Julian Flanagan
Lesson No:  2

Subject:  SOSE




School: 

Topic:
  Water Conservation


Grade: 6

Date:  01/05/07




Duration:   120mins

Aim/s:

For students to use their research skills to find out information regarding a water conservation topic.  For students to improve on their presentation techniques

VELS Learning Outcome:  Level 4 – Humanities – Geography – “Using an inquiry-based approach, students explore environmental issues and consider possible solutions to current and future challenges. Students learn about environmentally sensitive areas such as local remnant vegetation, rivers, alpine Victoria, Gippsland Lakes and national parks and explore ways of protecting these unique environments in a sustainable way for future generations.”

Objectives:


Cognitive


Students will understand more about water conservation and water saving tips

Affective



Students will become more confident in using different forms of print media to research a topic



Students will become more confident in presenting to their peers


Behavioural



Students will be able to identify terms that relate to the topic of water conservation
	Time
	Procedure
	Management/

Organisation/

Resources

	5mins

10mins

60mins

25mins

20mins
	Engagement

Ask Students:

How may we go about researching information about water conservation?

What forms of print media may we use?

Procedural steps:

Break the class up into 6 small groups.  Each group is to be given one of the following topics to research:

· Ideas on how to save water in the home

· Ideas on how to save water with the school

· Bigger picture, Australia wide water saving

· Geographical problem areas within Australia

· Water treatment solutions ie, waste water

· Water trading within Australias states
Write the topics on the board and show the students allocated to each task.
The three forms of print media to be used to research the topic include books, newspaper articles and the internet.

Each group is to be given 20mins using each print media, to research as much about their topic as possible.

Students are to create a short presentation of 2-3 mins to the group regarding their findings.

Conclusion

Students are to perform their presentation to the entire class.
	Water conservation newspaper articles




Assessment and record keeping of students’ achievement:

Presentations are to be assessed using the attached assessment rubric.

Teachers’ resources:

· Water conservation newspaper articles

Water Conservation Presentation Assessment Rubric:

Group Members:

	 
	Below Expected Level (1)
	At Expected Level (2)
	Above expected Level (3)
	Marks

	Accuracy of information
	Some of the information
	Most of the information
	all of the information
	 

	 
	provided was accurate
	provided was accurate
	provided was accurate
	 

	Clear voice
	voice difficult to understand
	clear voice most of the
	very clear voice. No "um's"
	 

	 
	too many "um's" and "ah's"
	time. Very few "um's"
	and "ah's"
	 

	 
	 
	and "ah's"
	 
	 

	Eye Contact
	speaker showed little or
	speaker displeyed eye
	speaker displayed eye
	 

	 
	no eye contact with the 
	contact with their
	contact with their
	 

	 
	audience
	audience most of the time
	audience all of the time
	 

	Audience Interest
	Presentation was very
	Audience was interested
	audience was interested
	 

	 
	boring and unenteratining
	and entertained most of
	and entertained for the 
	 

	 
	 
	the time
	entire presentation
	 

	Group cohesion
	group did not work well 
	Group worked well
	Group worked well 
	 

	 
	together.  Presentation did
	together most of the time.
	together all of the time.
	 

	 
	not flow.
	Presentation flowed quite well
	Presentation flowed very well.
	 

	 
	 
	 
	Total
	 


Additional Comments:

References:

Davis, J. & Miller, C. Water in Australia (Video Recording), Avalon, NSW

