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Hines Middle School: 
Community Description
The community surrounding Hines Middle School (known as the “midtown” area) can be described as diverse.  The HMS community is quite balanced in terms of the number of White and Black residents specifically, whereas other communities in Newport News seem to have a much greater Black or White population.  The “balance” that exists in the midtown area has proven to be a source of conflict, with issues (arguments, competition) arising between different races.  Violence and conflicts within and between neighborhoods is quite common, and this conflict does seem to spill over into the school as well.      


The HMS community varies greatly in terms of socioeconomic status.  It is common to see a very run-down apartment complex or mobile home park, only to find an upper class neighborhood just streets away.  Single-parent households are not uncommon, and many residents reside in apartment complexes as opposed to single-family homes.  Still, some residents and students reside in the upper class neighborhoods, and conflict often arises between students in the school when clothing, type of home, and other material goods are compared.  There is a strong military presence in the HMS community, although other areas of Newport News have a higher military population than the midtown area.  

The resources available in the HMS community are definitely a major strength.  The Midtown Community Center is just steps from HMS, and is utilized by many students.  Public transportation (Hampton Roads Transit) is relied upon by many residents and HMS students in the midtown area.  In the area surrounding HMS, one can find a plethora of churches, museums, parks, and hospitals.  Many residents and students in the community seem to share a strong faith in God and in the church “family.”  It could also be said that a love and appreciation of sports, whether it be at the local, state, or professional level, is a connection that residents and students of the HMS community share.

    
Newport News has experienced a huge influx of development, and the community around HMS has experienced some major improvements (particularly new housing and restaurants) that the residents seem to appreciate and enjoy.  While poverty and conflict exist within the HMS community, there appears to be a great sense of hope for the future of the community, especially as development continues in the area.    
