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Opening Essay

 When it comes to glance through the pages of my past life story, I usually hesitate because it brings me face to face with the chapter when I left my parents in Haiti to come to the USA, the dream land, to reside with my aunt. I was only eleven years old but I rapidly realized that this dream was not available for people who did not speak English. I did not understand what the T .V. was saying, I could not communicate; as a matter of fact, I was experiencing a culture shock; therefore my priority, if I am to share in this dream was, to learn English as rapidly as possible.


 
Fortunately, it was in the month of September just when school was about to begin that I arrived. My aunt was able to place me in school immediately which gave me the proper exposure. I felt a level of relief in the school environment, not simply because the diversity brought me to realize that I was not the only foreigner facing this situation but there were several Haitian and Dominican students who also did not speak English either. That, of course, helped subside the nostalgia I was feeling in missing home. We were all one group having one thing in common and our mission was to remove the wall, the language barrier that was standing before us and the opportunities of this dream land. My zone of comfort was my (ESL) English as Second language class; permit me to tell you about it. I felt a sense of comfort in the ESL class in comparison to the others because of many reasons that were attractive to me. For example, the posters of Haiti, the bright colors in the classroom and the teacher’s assistants who spoke French and Creole, my native language. 


I was very much impressed by my ESL teacher who helped me grasp English through a series of activities and strategies that worked for me. Believe it or not, in less than six months I was able to hold conversation in English and I began to comprehend a great deal of information from TV. With regard to the strategies that Ms Crammer, my ESOL teacher, used in her classroom, we were often placed in two groups in order to play Hang Man; One group would ask a question and the other will try to find the answer. The winners between the two groups receive the most candies and caramel at the end. Other strategies that she implemented, was the use of posters for presentations. Each student would receive extra points if they make good use of their posters. I was not aware at the time how to term these strategies but she often used wordless books and picture to capture our attention to learn English and by the way that approach was my favorite because I would use my utmost imagination to describe what the picture reflected. Then, she would use what is considered to be mapping and brainstorming today and that facilitated us to focus on the new words that we learned from the book. 

Hence, by being able to communicate to certain extent, I began to feel as if my life began to take shape in the US and my father, noticing how much English meant to me began to contribute in my language literacy as well. During the time when I was leaving with him, the summer that is, he used to challenge me by inviting me to ask him any English words in the dictionary. He pretended that he was a walking English-French dictionary and that there is no word that I would ask him that he would not know. That was a real test for me because I wanted to impress my dad so much that I started to find words that I thought he was not familiar with but he was always winning. We played that game almost every day and I still remember some words that came up; such as the meaning of firmament, celestial coherent, irreverent and so on. Also, I want to mention that the episodes of Star Track had a tremendous impact in my English education as well and because of those episodes I was able to surpass my peers. Thus, I ended up speaking Spanish more fluently before speaking English since we were all speaking Spanish in the home. Nevertheless, that home Spanish influence did not preclude my immersion in English. Because of those different resources that were available to me, I was able to be equally immersed in the English language as I was in Spanish. I appreciate language and when I meet people from different countries, I usually ask them about their native culture and invite them to tell me at least a word originated of their country of origin. I am happy that I met a teacher that was able to help me during these critical years of my life. My self-esteem was getting stronger every time I would converse with someone and I was able to even communicate my feelings to others. 

I intend to share my past experiences with my students in many aspects. No doubt, I will employ some of those strategies and activities that will allow them to immerse in the English language. Also, I will continually emphasize the need for parental involvement. Through this collectively educational program however, I intend to bring my students to the level of feeling like one of the members of this American society who is worthy to share the dream.    

 Between reading the news papers and listening to music specifically, I believe that those two activities in particular played a major role in the way I learned to hear and speak English so rapidly. I intend to incorporate that in my class strategy as well during my effort to teach English to foreigners. Teaching is not difficult if a teacher is prepared but part of that preparation also includes the personality. Mrs. Kramer demonstrated what sort of personality a teacher ought to have in order to relate to a diversity of foreign students. I believe that I am equipped with the appropriate personality and I am confident I can be instrumental in teaching English to foreigners bringing them to learn as rapidly as I learned if not more.
 The influence that shapes my inclination toward teaching is derived from both personal and professional circumstances. Personally, I never cease reflecting back to my 8th grade ESL teacher who inspired me tremendously upon the role of a teacher. Also my Spanish professor at undergraduate level who took the time and spoke to me at length about the challenges and the reward that is associated with the Job. He explained me how he accomplish his teaching career to that point. He is the chair-person for the language department and he inspired to reach for that as well. His charisma, his kindness and his professionalism and generosity, all those virtues that he reflected taught me that regardless what they say about the challenges, an educator is a happy profession. Thus, he stimulated my desire to follow his path and jump on the wagon of education to share some of the reward as well. Since then, I have been exposing myself into the teaching arena and I had the opportunity to teach from adult continuing education and social studies at high school level. I am becoming more and more convinced that I am made to teach.           
Observations
 The experience of being in a class room observing an experience teacher in action was extremely beneficial to me. I observed this foreign language  teacher, French to be specific, all day on different aspects to include her behavioral standard, motivation, traits and disposition, appearance, technique and methodology, use of technology and questioning process. A far as her standard is concern, her attitude loudly demonstrates that her expectation is high. She is prompt standing at the door upon the first bell ring to greet her students yet at every period. All necessary materials are ready for the assignment she is about to start. 
For bell work, all instruction is already written on the board and the attention of all her students is focus on the board. I was impressed to note how participation is almost one hundred percent and when needed, students raise their hands to get the teachers’ attention. If a student overlooks the rule by talking without raising his/her hand she would not acknowledge that student to remind the student of the expected rule. There is a closeness that she maintains with her class as she often walks around monitoring her students to assure that they are on task. Her activities take place accordingly one after another and the students seemed trained for the transition. Every now and then a student behavior falls below standard but she handles that by continuing on her class work or she may, without pointing to the student, specifically clarifies what the rules with regard to that sort of behavior.  
At time, students, for different reason, do display lack of interest or even some discouragement. Without hesitation and respect she would approach the student and speaks softly and develop a short 30 seconds conversation that has nothing to do with the subject and at the end, as she leaves, she would say to the student”page 95” and suddenly the non-interested student suddenly assumes participation. 
She maintains a lot of interaction with the students by listening to stories that they tell her and she invites the others to listen as well and ask them to say the story in the target language. I realize how important it is to know your student by first name; I can see that her students identify with her at a different level and that also plays a part. She has no hesitation when referring to their strength but she is careful when pointing out their weakness and she never embarrasses the student. As a matter of fact, she personally articulates that to me and gave me a few clues to help student in area where they are weak. If she feels a student is weak in certain area she will not expose him/her on the board but would designates another who is strong in that area in order to model for those who may be weak. Her method of approach varies a little according to the student’s personality, she says, but she treats them all with equal respect and dignity. Her activities include group in which every students participate in a subject and share between them. I learned a few styles that I noted to be very effective in term of bringing students to assist one another without fear of success or failure. Without doubt, I intend to adopt some in my own classroom.  
I feel extremely comfortable in her classroom and no doubt, the students are as well. She has posters in the target language and she spoke primarily in the target language. The student related to that and those who were slow in picking up, she assist them from time to time during the period to help them catch up. Most of the time if  a student is confused about something, that student would assimilate it during the group activity where her peers would explain it or the teacher herself advances to do so on one to one basis during the group activity. I learned a lot during this experience and I intend to maintain a rapport with her as a foreign language teacher. From this field experience, what I learned is that theory is essential but there is nothing like personal exposure to a classroom. 
One approach that she uses many times, that proves to be successful with the students, is cooperative learning. She would place the students in pair or in group of 3 to do a particular activity; then after they finish, she would collect the papers and read it to the class and the students will guess who wrote that particular sentence. It is successful, because they maintain a conversation within their group discussion, they develop a listening ear and they improve their writing skills.  

Her class is very much interactive, she gives the students time to answer question and to work on their bell work. 

I also noticed that she is cognizant of the methods that Educators are currently using, and she also keeps up with Wong. 
She created two weeks unit plan that she gave to the students to follow and they have to work using the activities in that unit plan.  All her instructions are posted at the same place daily; for example the bell work is always in the middle of the board.     

She also incorporated technology in her teaching methods. For example, the first day that I observed, she was doing a lesson on a French couple who were buried together: Abelard and Eloise.  My CT tries to be as creative as possible. She has different resources such as movies, music, word search, guess speakers and special program that she does during a unit plan. For instance, one of the days that I was there, we went to the computer lab because the students had an assignment that they had to complete online. Some of them where not able to understand the instructions so I had to assist them.   

I think that she is applying a lot of the theories that I have studied during my teaching career. She implements a lot of contextual input in her teaching in view to accommodate the diverse learning styles of the students. 
Tutorial


During my experience, I was not only exposed to the teaching method of an experienced teacher but also I had the opportunity to teach a class according to my lesson plan, shadow two students, and  observe a class for over a week long.

Procedure   content  :1) I spoke to two students, jolani and  Nicole who were a little frustrated with the passé compose (past participle). I approached them during the group activity and put it in context for them, referring to the passé compose as a holy marriage. I clarified it by explaining to them that the two are like a marriage and the auxiliary can never be separated from the verb which is the groom. I modeled and use repetition until they become familiar with the concept. For instance, I gave them a sentence and pointed out the “passe compose” wich is  “ai mange”. I explained how ai, the auxiliare is married to “mange” the verb; and if one is missing, then the term “compose” is absent.I explained that compose mean the composition of two or more, therefore the two must be together and yet they must correspond to the subject. They nodded in amazement and they agree that they now understand. I gave them another exemple and let then figure it out. After I revised the sentence” J’ai mange une pomme hier » with one more time, I gave them another scenario using another sentence such as « J’ai etudie toute la nuit hier soir ».

I realize that they did understand. I gave them two other sentences to evaluate their comprehension informally; and they successfully responded to them. 

They seemed quite satisfied and so I was for bringing them to level with the rest of the class. Afterward, the teacher and I, we had an opportunity to discuss on my method and the teacher liked it to the extent where she asked me to explain the whole class using the same method; so I did. 

I approached those two students using this method because I realized that the teacher had already explained the “ passé compose” concept many times already and through different learning style even and those two, who seat in the back of the class did not get it. I was wondering probably it was because they did not hear properly or they were not paying attention. But when I approach them, I noted that it was more of a disenchantment they had about French, which they felt was boring; therefore they were disconnected.  Thus, I approached with this method to not only get their attention but to be contextual. No doubt, conceptualization never fails and that is my legacy. I feel confident to reach this meta-cognitive level at a time when it is appropriate in other to be effective. In my future classroom, I intend to conduct a lot of one on one tutoring with students who are falling behind during the time of group activities. That way I can manage my time effectively and I don’t have to infringe on time of other activities. 

I noted that all her activities were well planned and followed by each other in a smooth transition. By the time the students occupy each one their respective seat, they knew what is expected of them because all instructions were written on the board. 

During certain activity, like the group, the teacher allowed me to walk around conducting some one on one tutoring with students who necessitated assistance on instructions and tutoring. Before the end of that activity, she reminded them how much time was left and to prepare to go to the computer lab.

 During the computer lab, I interacted on a one on one basis with the students. Some were simple stuff as how to access the computer and others were to encourage them to persist. One of their project was planning a vacation in France beginning by finding the French sources on line with regard to fare for the ticket, the hotel reservation, food and ect. The class became like a little community who were concerned for each other making sure each other will get to France. In my case, the teacher helped me find some of the sources that provided specific information. I walked around informing them how and where to find sources according to what the teacher just taught me. I stayed longer with some of them who needed it and I enjoyed seeing them being satisfied upon completing the project. Some of them who did not finish the same day had the opportunity to complete the next day. I noted that everyone does not handle technology with the same, pace, but they eventually grasp as adequately as the faster pace. The computer software includes different learning style and that, according to the teacher, benefits all of them tremendously regardless level. The software also challenges their reading, listening, visual all at once and also assesses at that. I noted a level of frustration from couple students who were slower in responding to the challenge but the teacher intervened with words of encouragement to keep at it. I was impressed of that technological approach and I intend to utilize it in my future teaching experience as well.


Overall, I noted that the teacher was implementing the procedures according to the textbook material that I learned without looking at the book. I said to myself that is called experience. I also noted that even though she was experienced, she made sure she was always prepared. We discussed preparation and in many words she told me that preparation is the key. Thus, I concluded that preparation is a sign of being experienced.

Overall, technology is a monstrous medium because it provides most of the learning style at once and helps prepare those students for all academic levels. 

Total Group Instruction
I was privileged to watch myself teaching that day because I filmed it for a project that I had to do. As I watched and observed this video, it became clear to me that there is a huge difference in experience and confidence between a pre-professional teacher and a professional one. As a pre-professional teacher, which is the stage through which I gave this lesson, I noted that a lack of experience can be a major challenge and that alone, can cause teachers, to include interns and first year ones, to feel lack of confidence which may even cause to compromise the display of a professional delivery.

I introduced the bell work first which was a continuation of a previous lesson and I gave them 7 minutes to complete it. After they finish, I review the bell work with them and they had to come to the board and add the answers. I have to say the first class that I taught could have discouraged me but I did not let that distract me because even their teacher said that she has a hard time with the first morning group. So, I asked them a lot of questions, to include having them stand to read and come to the board so they don’t fall asleep. 

Using the handout that I passed around, the major concept of the activity was for them to understand the characteristic of the Wolf and the lamb. They became exited when they start grasping the meaning of the poem. I divided the class in two; one side was the wolf and the other side was the lamb. So, they had to act as they were the wolf and the lamb and they switch role. 

 The transition in my opinion was made without a lot of disturbance. Without the students notice, I was able to evaluate their level of understanding by doing an informal assessment. I ask the student to give me an example of what the wolf said to the lamb and vice versa and the evaluation was successful. 


The next activity that I did was to cover the material in the book. They had to learn the words such as “yesterday, next, first, while ect. I model the first word for them and I asked the cooperating teacher to give them an example also. It went well based on the reflection that the teacher wrote.  


If I had the opportunity to teach this lesson again, I would be more attentive to the prior knowledge of the students and I would do some pre-reading activity on the board to prepare them for the poem. 

Two goals that I need to work on. First, it is crucial that I manage my time. I need to become more aware of the time that I may be wasting and give the students something to do while I am preparing the instructional part; for example, I can give them a word search to do. Secondly, I need to pay attention to students who do not understand the material in view to assist them. 
            Case Study

1) James

2)Yessinia

James’s case study

This is James, he is in 10th grave and he is taking French level two, and this is what he told me. 

During weekdays his routine is pretty much the same. He gets up in the morning preparing for school and when he comes back from school, he takes a shower, eats dinner and completes his homework as his mom expects him to, before he watches T.V. or plays his X-box game. But that doesn’t always happen in this order. Most of the times, TV and playing game happens first. As far as I know, his mom is from Canada and his Dad is from Cleveland.  They both speak English. His parents do not influence his choice of profession but I told them I want to become a lawyer. His mother is very protective of him and does not let him go out to much. When an assignment is too difficult, his dad doesn’t have a problem with helping him. His mother is a nurse and she come home late sometimes but during the weekend, she often asks to see his homework. For some reason, James said, his mother thinks that weekend is the time when she must see his homework. 
James expressed appreciation for his art class. He said that his teacher is awesome. He enjoys doing interesting project and he was unaware that he could draw until he took that class. James said that his teacher brought the best out of him and that is his new found hobby. He does not like science because it is boring. 
His favorite teacher this year is his art teacher because he lets them have fun in the class working in group and he is approachable. When James misbehaves, he is not quick in writing him a referral. He tries to talk to him to find out what’s wrong. 
James also likes Algebra especially when the teacher asks him to help others in the class. Math is easy for him and his dad, he said. James prefers that the other teachers place him in group except when he is in the math class. He also likes to work alone and join a group after he finishes.  His friends think highly of him and they said that he can be wild sometimes. He doesn’t cause trouble in class but if a circumstance arises he would like the teacher to talk to him instead of yelling like some teachers do. He stated that the best way is to talk to him outside the classroom if necessary because he doesn’t like to get embarrassed in front of his friends. In defining a good student he said “A good student supposes to be a student who does all his assignments as expected and respect the rules, but there is no such perfect student.  I think, as long a student is passing and respect the teacher’s rules, he is a good student. I am a good student “, he concludes. James cares about his grades because he wants to be the best and he doesn’t want to disappoint his parents.  
James’ favorite hero is Spiderman because “he is very much like me” he says and he continues: “they think he is shy but he is not at all. He simply doesn’t show off. He is a hero because he fights, not for himself but for others. I feel that any person who fights obstacles and injustice to help others is a hero”.
James’ hobbies are drawing, playing computer games and playing basketball. He likes to draw because he feels extremely peaceful and challenged when he draws. He also enjoys computer games because he feels in charge. He enjoys basketball because it challenges his confidence. 
Yessinia’s case study

Yesinia is a 17 year old Puerto Rican girl who has been residing in the city of Tampa Florida since she arrived in the US three years ago. She has been attending king high school for 5 months and she is now a senior graduating soon. King high, she said, is the institution that is responsible for most of her assimilation of the English language and the American culture. Yesinia did not state a specific reason why her family migrated in the US, but she mentioned that it was indeed a good move on the part of her parents, since her and her siblings were facing tough time getting along with the others kids from her home town in the Puerto Rican neighborhood. 


Although she has never reside in other states but she expressed some familiarity with New York and New Jersey where most of her family members reside, to include all her favorite cousins. 


Yesinia’s first language is Spanish and that is what they speak in her household primarily. Almost all of her friends are of Hispanic origin; therefore most of her English exposure has been received from school education, ESOL, to be specific, and the fraction of enter-relation that she exercises with one or two English speaking friends from time to time. I am particularly impressed with the remarkable ability Yesinia displayed in expressing her thought and even her emotion in English without having to think in her native language. The level of ease, pause and comprehension that she demonstrates when conversing or replying in the English language clearly suggests that Yesinia is well adapted in the American culture. Yesinia has made a lot of progress since she came to King High school. Her ESOL teachers were very encouraging and she progressed rapidly because she wants to succeed.  She is now under a lot of stress because she has to take the exam and when she is like that she develops asthma. Other than that, her teachers appreciate her because she is a survivor and a fighter for success, as one of her teacher stipulated. 


Yessinia has one brother and two sisters. She has one best friend who is also from Porto Rico and she speak Spanish. She loves to play Volley Ball because she does not have to do a lot of movement and she can play it by the ocean. She is enjoying her senior year because she does not have a lot of classes and she goes to meetings all the time. 


She learns best with visual. She can not listen constantly to a teacher talking because she sometimes does not understand and she forgets. She also read a lot in English. She likes to go to the mall with her friends. She wants to become a nurse after she graduate. She is planning to start right away. 

What I learned from those two students is that they are both motivated to learn. They are not pressure by their teacher or parents. But they know their expectation. I was impressed with the experience of Yessinia because as her ESOL teacher recalls she was not progressing at her previous school. But she came from a long way because she is determined succeed. I am also glad that I spoke with James. He reminds me of myself a little. I was not shy when I was growing and I enjoy school a lot. I think I have to accommodate my students in the future and pay very much attention to them to see how they learn best 
Concluding reflection
According to my observation, teaching is an art but there are obstacles that are associated with it. I feel that I do share some traits with the famous Ron Clark who made a difference for countless kids. I feel, through a level of meta-cognition, I can apply this art by encouraging and bringing even unwilling students to teach; that is what I believe that the purpose of teaching to be; ”Bringing out the utmost potential out of another”. In order to position myself to implement this task, I don’t rule out the probability of being a principal in the future. Part of my aspiration is to be in charge of a foreign language department at a college somewhere, but my ultimate aspiration is to write and publish books on strategies for regular teachers and foreign language teachers in the classroom as well. Hence, during my teaching career, I hope to gather all the experiences, acquisition that may be resourceful to the completion of such a book. 

   In the course of a school year teachers’ roles is to facilitate learning and demonstrate the effectiveness of their performance through testing. Nevertheless, teachers’ role goes far beyond that. Primarily, they ought to focus on the curriculum, which they are responsible to teach but they must continuously reflect on the make up the students to determine an effective lesson plan delivery. They must continuously reflect in view to make whatever adjustment is necessary in order to facilitate learning. The role of a teacher is to bring students to learn regardless their circumstance.

If that learning does not take place, there is no excuse. The role of a teacher is to prepare youngsters to become worthy citizens.

     From the MAT program I expect to learn. But my focus is to earn the credential in order to be validated. I expect to sharpen my methodology, my speech delivery while I allow the education expand my instructional knowledge. I intend to earn a foreign language and ESL endorsement.

     During my undergraduate experience, I do not recall any learning in particular that was difficult except the phase when I had to re assume a position on learning algebra and trigonometry at the undergraduate level. I think that my fear for math contributed to that difficulty. I took note of that and rose to the occasion by facing my fear; by focusing the most where my weakness was. Anything that was associated with Language, History or Literature was relatively easy. I enjoyed them so it was natural for me to retain. I had to be careful by focusing on remaining focus. I noted that there is a tendency to become complacent when things come easy. I learned that early and made note of it with regard to my students.

   With regard strengths and weaknesses, I think that my strengths lye in the way I model and interact with students to get them to relate to content. During my field experience , I was able to test that strength which is the fluency in the French language, the assimilation of the subject matter and the method of delivery. Whereas,which is time management, has been minimized to a great extent due to the fact I observed how this teacher, in particular,  managed her time effectively. I was so eager to get everyone to learn that I would spend too much time explaining and repeating myself. That was and to certain extent is a weakness that I am working on. I discussed it with the teacher and she recommends me to cover the material and if some are slow they can catch up through some other activity. That is relevant in the case of the two students above whom I tutored during the group activity. I am capitalizing on my weaknesses while keeping my strength in force. 
    In 2 years from now I expect to be teaching French or Spanish at a high school. In five years, I expect to be teaching French or Spanish at a community college. In 10 years from now I expect to be teaching at a major university.  

I want the students I teach to see me as a caring and approachable individual whom they can trust to educate or prepare them what is lies ahead upon the road of life; someone who is working together with their parents to facilitate them a better future.

         I wish other teachers to see me as a responsible and approachable colleague.

        The most important contribution I believe a teacher can make is to print his/her memory into the mind of his/her student as one who contributed in the completion of his/her graduation. That is priceless and everlasting. No one can take that away.

The very best teacher I ever had impressed me because she inclined to be more rehabilitative and constructive then punishable or disciplinary. She was prone to give referrals but firm, tactful and gentle. I was silent, passive and uncooperative because I was experiencing a culture shock. I think she understood and put up with me while allowing me the time to develop into my new identity. She was awesome and that saved my career.

As a teacher, I will never be prone to judge rapidly or react abruptly. I will never become abusive. 

I learn best by listening, reading and observing.

The most important knowledge teachers can have is to know that there is no success unless there is achievement. “Meta-cognition” is a term they should identify with. When I see a student losing interest in my class, I will try everything in my power to get his/her attention through strategy.

The attainment to get the credential to teach is what concerns me the most about teaching at this point. In other word, preparation to attain my goal to teach is what concerns me. Nevertheless, I am paying attention at the statistic of students that are dropping out of schools each year, and that is also an area of concern.

