Jordan Talbot
Persuasive Speech
Today I am going to tell why I believe Michael Jordan is the best basketball player ever to have stepped on a court.  Michael Jordan was more than a basketball player, he was an icon.  Fans across the world admired and respected his game.  He is a legend, whose legacy will never be forgotten.   
Michael Jordan was drafted in 1984 by the Chicago Bulls.  During his career he was a six-time NBA champion, a five time MVP winner, was on the NBA first team 10 times, nine time all defensive first team, rookie of the year, a 14 time All Star, and was voted one of the 50 greatest players in NBA history.  

More than just the stats, I think it was Michael’s attitude and determination that made him so great.  When somebody said he couldn’t do something, Jordan would show that he could, and then some.  
For example, the Bulls were playing the Utah Jazz in Utah.  Michael Jordan came down the court and dunked on 6’0 John Stockton.  As Jordan was running back on defense, one of the fans on the first row shouted out to him, “Hey Mike, why don’t you dunk on somebody your own size.” Jordan smiled at the fan and hustled back on defense.   A couple minutes later, Michael dunked over a 7’3 center named Mark Eaton.  As Jordan was running back down the court, he turned to that fan and said, “is he big enough.” 

Another story is when Jordan and the Bulls were playing the Atlanta Hawks.  The Hawks had a 7 foot center named Dikembe Mutumbo.  Mutombo led the league in blocked shots, and was known for his great defense.  Every time Dikembe blocked someone’s shot, he would hold his index finger high in the air and wave it around as to say “not in my house.”  Before the game, Mutombo said that Jordan would never dunk over him.  He said that if he tried, his shot would get blocked.  Michael heard what Mutombo said, and again just smiled. During the game, Jordan drove down the middle of the lane and dunked right over Mutombo.  Jordan then looked and Mutombo and waved his index finger in the air in a mocking manner as to say to Dikembe “don’t ever say I can’t dunk over you.”

One time John Starks, who played for the New York Knicks, said that he was the only player who could shut down Jordan.  That night Jordan scored 63 points on Starks.  

This is what made Michael so good.  He never backed down from a challenge.  He knew he was the best, and he showed it day in and day out.  
I think there are other players that are just as talented as Mike, but they lack the some of the intangibles.  For example, I think Kobe Bryant is just as talented as Jordan, but he lacks the determination, the ability to make those around him better, and the ability to win, like Mike did.   Michael Jordan won games.  He knew how to win, and he wasn’t satisfied unless he did.  

It just isn’t me who thinks he is the best, ESPN did a poll, rating the top 100 athletes of all time, and Michael Jordan was number one on the list.  This list wasn’t showing who people thought was the best basketball player, but the best ATHLETE of all time.  

(SHOW CLIP)
I hope the stories I have told you and the stats that I have given you will help you to feel the same way I do that Michael Jordan is the best basketball player ever to play the game.   

