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The teaching of integrated skills is a central issue in the communicative approach. How can it help learners develop their communicative competence? How would this go against Krashen and Terrell's hypothesis that the comprehensible input is sufficient for language learning? Give examples in a way that you discuss at least TWO of the following ideas: the teaching of conversational strategies; developing listening strategies; teaching through genre and task-based approach.
Teaching integrated skills can help learners develop their communicative competence because communication is established when speaker and listener or reader and writer interact, in a meaningful way. In this sense, according to Larsen Freeman (2000:131), “just as oral communication is seen to take place through negotiation between speaker and listener, so too is meaning thought to be deroved from the written word through ain interaction between the reader and the writer.(…)Meaning does not, therefore, reside exclusively in the text, but rather arises through negotiation between the reader and writer”.  That means that in order to interact, one needs to be able to speak, listen, read and write in the target language, because only then communication will be established. 
Krashen and Terrell's hypothesis on language learning is that comprehensible input is sufficient. They believe that a language is learned when one acquires linguistic competence, and then the person subconsciously has the necessary knowledge to communicate in the second language. This acquisition would take place through the above mentioned comprehensible input which is realized in the output. (Krashen and Terrel, 1998)., In the communicative approach, having grammatical or linguistic competence in only one step into learning a second language: “Communication is a process; knowledge of the forms of the language is insufficient”.  Knowledge of the linguistic forms are the instruments learners will select to develop their communication, and thereby comprehensive input of the linguistic features of the target language is not the whole of the story of second language acquisition.
In Krashen and Terrell's view, listening in language class would probably be seen as described by Field: “listening in language class was perceived chiefly as a means of presenting new grammar” (Field, 2002: 242), since their view bases acquisition on acquiring linguistic competence. Since the Communicative Approach adds the importance of achieving communicative competence, listening lessons are very different from focusing only on the form. They focus on language form as well, but their main focus is on simulating a real situation of communication, approximating students’ experiences in the classroom to real life situations, which improves their communicative competence. 
As well as the view of listening has changed, we can see that teaching through genre can make it possible for students not only to develop their linguistic knowledge of the target language but also their communicative competence. According to Valério (2005:110), genre is very useful, because the association between the situational context, some genres and specific grammatical items makes it possible for the teacher to elaborate contextualized activities which are appropriated to their students’ knowledge. As we can see in her text, it is important to contextualize activities which are being presented in the class, and it is possible through the selection of a determined genre, being developed taking into account the integration of the our skills, communicatively motivated.
In conclusion, while Krashen and Terrell believe that comprehensible input is sufficient on language learning, having acquisition made possible through the unconscious knowledge of linguistic forms, the Communicative Approach sees language learning through a perspective in which the integration of the four skills is a must, having in mind the importance of developing communicate skills that lead to a linguistic and communicative competence.
