Class Plan – Samia Silva Costa

[image: image1.png]


What do you know about this person?

     With a classmate, discuss if the information below is TRUE or FALSE:
(  ) He was guitar player from the band The Who.

(  ) He was American.

(  ) He was married to a Japanese-American.

(  ) He died in the 70’s from a drug overdose.

(  ) He wrote the song “Imagine”.

(  ) He was a political activist.
Reading and speaking
Read the text below and discuss the following questions:

1) Who was Mark David Chapman?

2) What was John Lennon’s last words?

3) Who helped John Lennon when he was shot?
Death

Around 5 p.m. on December 8th 1980, John Lennon and his wife Yoko Ono left the Dakota building, where they lived, to go to a studio. As they were leaving the Dakota, they were approached by several people seeking autographs. Among them was a young man later to be identified as Mark David Chapman, and Lennon signed his autograph on the Double Fantasy album cover for him. A picture was taken by another fan while Lennon was signing Chapman's album, capturing soon-to-be killer and victim on film only a few hours before Lennon's murder. 

The Lennons spent several hours at the studio before returning to the Dakota at about 10:50 p.m. John was concerned about seeing his five-year-old son Sean before Sean went to sleep, so they returned to the Dakota instead of going out to eat. They exited their limousine. The doorman, an elevator operator and a cab driver all saw Chapman standing in the shadows by the archway of the Dakota building. The Lennons walked past, and Ono opened the inner door — leaving Lennon alone inside the entrance. Chapman called out, "Mr. Lennon!" As Lennon paused to turn around, Chapman shot at Lennon five times a .38 revolver. 
Lennon staggered up six steps to the room at the end of the entrance used by the concierge, said, "I'm shot," and collapsed. The doorman ran out from his inside office to assist Lennon and immediately dialed 911 as Chapman calmly sat down on the sidewalk and waited. The doorman walked to Chapman and reportedly said, "Do you know what you've done?" To which Chapman calmly replied, "I just shot John Lennon."

Source: Extract from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Lennon (adapted by Samia)

Vocabulary building

Read the text again and match the words and their meaning below:

Concierge

To approach
To stagger

Archway

Murder

Walk as if unable to control one's movements

An arch over an entrance

Come near

Killing of one human by another

Person who attends the entrance of an apartment house
Grammar focus
Read the sentences below. 

(a) As they were leaving the Dakota, they were approached by several people seeking autographs.
(b) A picture was taken by another fan while Lennon was signing Chapman's album.

(c) Lennon staggered up six steps to the room at the end of the entrance used by the concierge. 
Discuss in pairs:
(1) What do the verbs in brackets in (a), (b) and (c) have in common?

(2) In (a), (b) and (c), the focus of the action is:

( ) on the person doing the action                      or

( ) on the person or thing affected by the action

What happened to Mark Chapman after the murder?

Complete the paragraph below using the verbs in parentheses and find out:
Mark David Chapman _____________ (arrest) in 1980 and he _______________ (responsible) for the murder of John Lennon. After being arrested, he  __________________ (interview) for hundreds of hours by psychiatrists, and it  _________________ (conclude) that Chapman was delusional but competent. He _________________ (sentence) to 20 years to life. He__________________ (imprison) in Attica State Prison in 1981, and he _________________ (separated) from other prisoners for his own safety.

Listening and speaking

“All Those Years Ago" is a song written by George Harrison. It was released in the spring of 1981 as a personal tribute to the recently murdered John Lennon. (song time: 3:45)
Listen to the song and check what the song is about. 
(  ) religion    (  ) humanity     (  ) sincerity      (  ) politics     (  ) love     (  ) happiness

Listening and reading

Now, listen again, reading the lyrics. Check if you agree with your previous answer.
Discuss in groups.

All Those Years Ago

(George Harrison)

I’m shouting all about love
While they treated you like a dog
When you were the one who had made it
So clear
All those years ago.

I’m talking all about how to give
They don’t act with much honesty
But you point the way to the truth when you say
All you need is love.

Living with good and bad
I always look up to you
Now were left cold and sad
By someone the devil’s best friend
Someone who offended all.

Were living in a bad dream
They’ve forgotten all about mankind
And you were the one they backed up to


The wall

All those years ago
You were the one who imagined it all
All those years ago.

Deep in the darkest night
I send out a prayer to you
Now in the world of light
Where the spirit free of the lies
And all else that we despised.

They’ve forgotten all about god
He’s the only reason we exist
Yet you were the one that they said was
So weird
All those years ago
You said it all though not many had ears
All those years ago
You had control of our smiles and our tears
All those years ago
 Writing
In the text on page 2, Dakota’s doorman is a key character in John Lennon’s last moments. 

Imagine you are John Lennon’s doorman. 
Write a paragraph narrating the murder from the doorman’s point of view.
JUSTIFICATION

This class plan was created having in mind adult intermediate students.
In the next paragraphs, I will describe how the class is divided. I will present the content of each part and the material used for the activities. Also, I will discuss the reason behind each activity, focusing on the communicative approach, having in mind the necessity of developing students’ communicative competence.

The first part of the lesson is a presentation of the topic. It is done by showing the students the picture of John Lennon, who is the person we are going to talk about in the class, giving them some facts which can be true or false about him. In pairs, they discuss about the facts. It is an important activity because not only the students interact, but also they will be talking about a famous person who died 26 years ago but whose story is well known all over the world and is always an interesting topic among students. The students will have the chance to negotiate on the validity of the information with a classmate. The skills are speaking / listening (through students’ interaction) and reading (through the true-false sentences).


The second part is a reading activity. The focus is on general understanding of the text. The students need to read the text and to answer to the three proposed questions. Then, they discuss the questions with their classmates. The material chosen for the reading activity was a text from wikipedia which can be accessed on http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Lennon ; therefore, authentic material is used. I modified the text so that it follows students’ comprehension and also so that it can be in a good length, that is, not long enough for the class’ objectives. The skills developed in this activity is reading, but also speaking and listening since the students discuss the questions. The next exercise related to the reading activity is matching the columns, which is a vocabulary building exercise . It is an important exercise because it helps students being aware that they can manage to reach meaning even when they are not familiar with a certain word. Therefore, in context, they reach meaning.

After the vocabulary building exercise, there is an activity which focuses on grammar. The structure developed is the past passive, but the exercise brings the focus to the function of the past passive, that is, focusing on the effect rather than in the action. The examples for the past passive are extracted from the text the students previously read, so that they are familiar with the context in which the sentences are inserted. Students are asked to discuss with the partner what the sentences have in common, and what the function of the sentences is. Therefore, meaning is developed through interaction, and grammar is connected to its importance for communication. In this exercise, there is reading, listening and speaking skills involved.

The next activity is a “fill-in-the-blanks” exercise. The students need to fill in the blanks with the appropriate form of the verbs, that is, the past passive. The paragraph in which they are going to work narrates what happened to Mark Chapman after he killed Lennon, and therefore it is related to real events, what makes it better for students to understand what they are supposed to do in the exercise. They are motivated to do the exercise because it continues the story from the reading. The skills developed in this exercise are reading and writing.
The third part of the activity is a listening activity. It is related to the lesson since it is a song written by a friend of John Lennon’s, George Harrison, and it is a homage to Lennon. Students listen to the song and then they try to determine from a first listening what is mentioned in the song. Then they listen again and, having the lyrics available, they discuss the meanings of the song in group. The interesting thing about this activity is that there are many issues they can discuss coming from the song, all of them related to life in general, such as honesty, religion, murder, mankind, principles, etc. The skills involved in part 3 are listening, reading and speaking. 

The fourth part focuses on written production, in which the students work by themselves in order to write a narrative paragraph, imagining himself as the doorman who witnessed John Lennon’s death. The genre developd here is narrative. The students use their creativity to retell what happened to John Lennon. Writing to talk about an event on the past is what is going to be focused by the students. They can use the rest of the time left to do this activity.
ANALYSIS 

I prepared this class plan having in mind its communicative aspect, how it could bring interest from the students and the relevance for English teaching, and I believe I can say that it has reached my expectations. I was very careful to follow the guidelines provided by the task instruction as well as I tried to put into practice what I have learned so far in the course. Of course, the magic is done in the classroom, and as good as the material provided can be, the interaction between students and teachers is what results in effective communicative practice. As a student, I have had good and bad teachers, and what I can say is that sometimes the material is good, but the teacher is not able to create a good environment to provide communicative interaction among the students.

At the same time, students need to be motivated in order to interact and reach communication. Therefore, it is important that the student is interested in the subject to which the class relates. That is why I chose that topic, because not only students are curious about it but also they will have their own opinion about it.

As a learner, I always though that it was great when I could learn things by myself. I mean, students like to be autonomous. That is why I think it is necessary for students to develop their learning autonomy, that is, instead of explaining everything to them, it is better to give them the clues so that they can get to their own understanding. That is why the grammar focus is not “pay attention to the formula”. 

Students are asked to work in pairs and groups during most of the lesson. I believe it is important because they can learn from each other as well as they can acknowledge their own development relating it to their classmates’. Students see their own learning process through themselves and through the others, turning the learning experience a cooperative one. In real life, people learn from others everyday; in classroom, it should not be different.

I can say that my choices were influenced by both my previous experience and by this course. The concerns about working in groups, using authentic material, trying to reach students’ reality and achieving meaningful communication were definitely influences from this course. I really have to be honest and say that this task is a product of what I have learned from this course, adapted to my personal way of teaching.
