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It’s amazing to think that there is only six more weeks left to this semester.  I have enjoyed learning, participating in class, and doing field work around the area.  I have learned an incredible amount of new and interesting knowledge.  Between the time I did the last journal and now, I believe that I am becoming a better student as well as a future teacher.  


The assignment that I enjoyed the most in the class was the social Interactive model (SIM).  It was interesting for many reasons and I enjoyed not only learning about it, but actually participating in a live SIM procedure.  Cooperative learning is part of the SIM because it is social interaction.  
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Cooperative learning builds your social skills, provides positive interaction between students, provides individual and group accountability, group processing, interpersonal and small group skills for them to use in the [image: image3.wmf]future, and face to face interaction with each other. It’s a great way for students to work together and teach each other through participation, modeling and presentation.  The way that Dr. S taught us about the SIM was so creative and I hope to use this method in my future classroom.  

She broke us up into small groups, about 4-5 people per group. First, she assigned each of us an element of cooperative learning, then, assigned us a group that we would be working in in order to teach them about our specific element.  At first, all of the people who had the same element (Positive Interdependence, Individual Accountability, Group Processing, Social skills and Face-To-Face Promotive interaction or Lesson plan Design Steps) got into a group and talked about what that element meant and how we were going to teach it to our actual learning groups. 

[image: image4.wmf]This was a very fun activity, because not only did we feel independent, but we felt like teachers once we were teaching our learned information to our groups.  Within the groups we heard other people’s thoughts and ideas, realized that all of the group members shared a common fate; we all sink or swim together, and we felt proud and celebrated when a group member was recognized for achievement.  After this activity was over, we all realized that we felt satisfied with learning this experience, which is part of SIM’s goal.  Through this model and activity, we had fun learning and teaching each other through modeling and presentation.  

I know that the other students learned because they felt comfortable with the given information, had a good understanding of what each element meant, and were able to repeat it back to me in their own words.  I think it is a very interesting way to teach as well as learn. 
[image: image5.wmf]Another fun fact that I learned through doing this activity was the ability to make and understand acronyms. “PIGS” is an easy word to help memorize all the names of the elements of cooperative learning.

P- Positive interdependence
I-Individual accountability

G- Group processing

S- Social Skills

-When a pig looks in the mirror he sees himself Face- to- Face.

Here is the helpful way to help you remember the five easy elements! 

Recently, I was observing a classroom as part of my field work.  While observing this lesson, I saw the teacher start to break the students up into small groups; I was automatically interested as this is one of my favorite methods for teaching young learners! She proceeded by telling them that each of them was to pick a role (e.g. Recorder, leader, presenter, and time keeper).  Each person in the group contributed their ideas by taking turns speaking, listening to other, and by playing their role in the group.  


I know that each person in the group learned something through this activity.  After they worked in their groups, independently they were asked questions and not one person was confused or lost.  Each and every student in the class room had his or her hand raised to answer the question.  I believe this activity made the students eager to learn and excited to be the person called on.  

I look forward to using this method of cooperative learning in my future class room.  It is fun, interactive and amusing for the students.  I will have small groups of four to five students and I will walk around the room to help guide the students in the right direction.  At the end of the activity I will pass out a self check evaluation.  This sheet will give the students a chance to tell me how hard they worked as a group and on their own.  It will also give me feedback on how the group worked together as the students will be able to grade their peers.   
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