
One of the biggest environmental problems faced in America is fossil fuel pollution. One of the top contributors to this big problem is our over use of the automobile. Everyday Americans are harming the atmosphere by getting in the car and driving to work. Forget the atmosphere; the air we breathe is being polluted by our automobile addiction. The emission standards placed on cars are useless because of the sheer number of drivers in our country. Most Americans seem to think that it is impossible to limit their automobile addiction, but there are alternatives means of transportation. 

 The Carbon Dioxide that is created from the burning of fossil fuels can cause a lot of problems for the atmosphere. One problem it can cause is global warming, which is an increase in our temperature. Another problem that can occur is acid rain. Acid rain occurs when fossil fuel emissions mix in with the water in the atmosphere. One of the most dangerous problems is the destruction of the Ozone layer. If our ozone layer is destroyed then the ultraviolet rays from the sun will come down on us. (Environmental Earth) “Our precious motor vehicles are not only related to rising temperatures and erratic weather but also, a top contributor of the problem. For Every second in America, 200 million motor vehicles travel 60,000 miles, use 3,000 gallons of petroleum products, and add 60,000 pounds of carbon dioxide to the atmosphere that is roughly two thirds of our nation’s carbon dioxide emissions.” (Kay) 
A lot of the harmful pollutants in are air come from cars. Everyday we are inhaling nasty emissions produced by the automobile .The American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy has researched all of the harmful air emissions that come out of the tail pipe of a car. During the fuel combustion process, Oxygen and nitrogen will start reacting with each other, due to the high temperatures that are being produced. The result is nitrogen oxide, which is responsible for a lot of the lung problems that people face. Motor vehicles account for a whopping one third of Nitrogen Dioxide emissions in our country.  Another dangerous chemical found in automobile emissions is Sulfur Dioxide.  The gasoline that cars use contains a lot of sulfur in it. When a car burns gasoline, Sulfur Dioxide is created. While cars are not the biggest source of Sulfur Dioxide, the amount of cars in America is so numerous that a lot of the Sulfur Dioxide pollution comes from automobiles. When a car has major engine malfunctions, using the car can cause it to emit Carbon Monoxide.  “Motor vehicles are responsible for 60 percent of Carbon Monoxide emissions in our country”. (American Council for an Energy-Efficient Economy) 


Joseph L. Bast and Jay Lehr, two well know environmental educators seem to think that automobile pollution does not cause all the pollution that people claim it causes. They think that the heavy emission standards used by the Environmental protection agency are good enough to stop pollution. They also believe that the standards have lowered the threat of global warming. 

A lot of Americans like to put faith in the emission standards because it makes them feel better about getting in a car and dumping harmful emissions into the air. The emission standards exist for the purpose of lessening the emissions produced by a car. The standards do not completely remove the dangerous emissions that come out of a car. If we lived in a country that was not so obsessed with cars, then the emission standards used by our government would be just fine. However, our emission standards are rendered useless by the sheer amount of drivers in our country. The car emission standards are not a solution to our automobile problem. The only solution is to lessen our reliance on the automobile. 

One of the biggest opposing arguments against automobile pollution comes from the everyday people.  If I presented my argument to any of my classmates, they would tell me “without a car we can’t go to school or maintain a job”. I understand that it is impossible to completely get rid of the automobile, but there are alternatives to decrease our reliance on the automobile. Big cities offer buses and subway systems for people who can’t afford a car, or just don’t want to drive. Rural areas are also starting to add bus systems. However, most Americans would rather choose the small conveniences that come with a car over having a clean environment to live in, and fresh air to breathe. If people absolutely cannot take a bus, then they can turn to carpooling. You would still have to burn up fossil fuels, but at least you contribute to reducing the amount of cars that are burning fossil fuels. 
While we can’t completely stop relying on the automobile, we can definitely lessen our reliance on them. By lowering our dependence on the automobile, we can weaken the fossil fuel pollution in America. We can’t just rely on the emission standards set by the government, we need to take responsibility, and reduce the amount of harmful emissions that come out of a car. We can accomplish that by using other means of transportation as much as possible. It might be hard to turn away from the conveniences offered by our cars, but it must be done.  If we continue to use the automobile like we are now, then we will speed up the destruction of our atmosphere. We will also continue to pollute our own air supply with dangerous chemicals. Keep in mind our air is our life force, if we continue to pollute it, then we are pretty much polluting ourselves. Limiting our automobile use might seem like a sacrifice, but preserving our environment is definitely worth that small sacrifice. 
