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· How does learning happen according to the theory you selected?

According to the theory of Multiple Intelligences develop by Howard Gardner, students learn best when information is presented according to their talents and the way their mind works.  Each individual student has a set of “skills” that they use best to learn.  These skills are developed by the way in which their brain perceives and functions in the world (Funderstanding).  Howard Gardner determined that there are seven different ways in which people perceive the world: Verbal Linguistic, Logical-Mathematical, Visual-spatial, Body-Kinesthetic, Musical Rhythmic, Interpersonal, and Intrapersonal (Funderstanding). 
“Gardner defines an "intelligence" as a group of abilities that: 

1. Is somewhat autonomous from other human capacities,

2. Has a core set of information-processing operations,

3. Has a distinct history in the stages of development we each pass through, and

4. Has plausible roots in evolutionary history” (Funderstanding).

· What do teachers do? 

Teachers, according to this theory, understand that each individual student will learn according to his/her own set of skills and way they perceive the world.  Gardner claims that teachers need to “balance” the curriculum so that it integrates “the arts, self-awareness, communication, and physical education” (Funderstanding).  The balance of this curriculum to include multiple intelligences will allow for learning to occur successfully for all students. It is also important for teachers to make students aware of the multiple intelligences and to explain them in a way that students will be able to identify their own strengths. 

Gardner also suggests instructional methods which can call for the use of many different intelligences.  Such activities as “role playing, musical performance, cooperative learning, reflection, visualization, and story telling” help cater to the different ways in which each student is able to learn (Funderstanding).  

For assessment, teachers are recommended to develop many different methods that “take into account the diversity of intelligences” (Funderstanding).  Students should also be asked to self-reflect so that each can understand his/her own intelligence and how it functions while learning (Funderstanding). 

· What do students do? 

Students need to have a self-awareness of how they learn best.  By understanding their talents and what they are actually “good” at, they will understand which intelligence they possess.  Simple self-evaluative tests or quizzes can be taken by students to determine their strength. 
Students can also read Gardner’s description of each intelligence to help understand how their talents can affect their learning. 

For example, the website Funderstanding presents the following descriptions of each intelligence:

1. Verbal-Linguistic--The ability to use words and language 

2. Logical-Mathematical--The capacity for inductive and deductive thinking and reasoning, as well as the use of numbers and the recognition of abstract patterns 

3. Visual-Spatial--The ability to visualize objects and spatial dimensions, and create internal images and pictures 

4. Body-Kinesthetic--The wisdom of the body and the ability to control physical motion 

5. Musical-Rhythmic--The ability to recognize tonal patterns and sounds, as well as a sensitivity to rhythms and beats 

6. Interpersonal--The capacity for person-to-person communications and relationships 

7. Intrapersonal--The spiritual, inner states of being, self-reflection, and awareness 

· How is learning assessed according to the theory you selected? 

“Assessment of learning should measure multiple forms of intelligence” (The Theories).  When developing forms of assessment, it is important to give students options in project based learning.  Some students are more comfortable creating a model (because they are a kinesthetic learner), others will more easily give speeches (because they are verbal-linguistic learners), and some may even prefer to interpret the information through music (because they are musical-rhythmic learners).  The creation of assessment by the teacher needs to take into account the many different and unique talents of each student.  
· In what kind of situations might the theory be most applicable? 

This theory would best be suited for project based learning.  Teachers, when assigning a large, end-of-unit project may find it easy to have students demonstrate knowledge in a variety of different ways.  This will create interest in the students because the are able to utilize their unique talents and abilities.   

· Does the theory you selected most closely resemble behaviorism, cognitivism or constructivism?  What lead you to this conclusion? 
Due to the open ended nature of lesson plan designs and forms of assessment, this learning theory seems to me more in line with Constructivism rather than with Behaviorism or Cognitivism.  The other similarity between Constructivism and the theory of Multiple Intelligences is that both theories seem to be shifting, changing, and becoming more popular in education.  Both are fairly new theories (when compared to other educational theories like Behaviorism) and seem to become more popular and more criticized at the same time.   As theories like these emerge, it will take a long time to find the acceptance that older theories receive. 
There is some similarity between Cognitivism and the Theory of Multiple Intelligences in that a teacher must scaffold abilities and then allow a student to learn “in practice” (Driscoll 155).  Such situated practices would help multiple intelligences develop and/or help students realize what his/her own specialty actually is.  Cognitivism, however, does not align completely because the nature of “situated cognition” is the belief that every human thought is “adapted to the environment, that is, situated, because what people perceive, how they conceive of their activity, and what they physically do develop together” (157).  Looking at the theory of Multiple Intelligences, it would not be the belief that all students could adapt to every scenario successfully.  A student, for example, that was more kinesthetic minded may have extreme difficulties with adapting to a visual lesson.  
· What are the criticisms of the theory you selected?
Despite the general awareness that this theory creates about unique talents and strengths of individual students, this theory does receive its fair share of criticism.  Many people do not like cataloging, or listing, only seven intelligences.  Many feel that defining only seven is not appropriate (Gillman).  Other critics do not want students categorized into one intelligence—they want the ability to move fluently from intelligence to intelligence (Gillman).  “Other criticisms include the notion that the MI theory is not empirical, is incompatible with heritability, and environmental influences, and broadens the construct of intelligence so widely as to render it meaningless” (Gillman).  
· Is the theory you selected well suited to guiding educational technology use? Why?
This theory could be well suited for using technology in the classroom.  This theory could even be adapted to develop an eighth intelligence for students who are extremely adept at using technology.  With the growth of technology, there are many different programs that can cater to many different styles of learning.  Student could potentially manipulate many different programs for a final assessment that fit with their own talents and strengths. Teachers could even use different technology programs to encourage learning from each perspective—they don’t just have to use technology as an assessment tool.  When considering the wide array of available technology, one could potentially find several programs and options for each kind of intelligence.   
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