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Comparison of real estate sites





Recently I was searching yahoo for rental properties in South Australia. Amongst my results I found � HYPERLINK "http://www.homehound.com.au/" ��Home Hound� a site I have heard of but never used and � HYPERLINK "http://www.realestate.com.au/" ��realestate.com� a site I have used often.








I find realestate.com easy to use. The homepage has tab tops for links to rent, buy, share etc the options are colour coded eg rent has a blue map and a blue colour scheme. To start your search first you choose the state by clicking on the map then it takes you to the search option page. Here you can select from the listed suburbs, type the suburbs in or click on a link to another map where you can search by region. You can select a minimum and maximum price range, minimum and maximum bedrooms and set how you want the results sorted eg price ascending, suburb alphabetically, or latest listing.





Home Hound’s home page is quite uninteresting. Straight away you notice there are no maps no interactivity and not much colour. Your search begins by entering a suburb name in a standard and very basic box. Although home hound does have the added bonus of the houses previously viewed and recent suburb searches being displayed on the homepage without having to sign in or up. When you click on a house to see further details it takes you to a page with photos, information and a map displaying the houses location. This feature is also part of the realestate.com site. with Home Hound having the added user friendly addition of the search results list being adjacent a map showing the locations of all the search results and their proximity to each other.





Home Hound, while showing less listings within the search criteria avoids the annoyance of displaying units when you only wanted houses. Houses with no price and often way above the selected maximum price range. Also frustrating is the limit of 7 pages, so to view all results you must narrow the parameters.





In closing I find the interface of realestate .com more aesthetically pleasing and fun (click maps) but in regards to providing information that accurately reflects my specifications Home Hound far superior which makes for a less frustrating faster and more pleasant search.





The age of interactivity


Product review; Club Penguin.





The age of interactivity? In this case, about eight years old.� HYPERLINK "http://www.clubpenguin.com/" ��Club Penguin� is an on line interactive game aimed at primary school age children, which has captured the attention of my eight year old son Josh.


After choosing a name for your penguin and logging in you are presented with an igloo to call your own, and a guided tour of the ‘town”. Your penguin can then gain employment at the local café or ski resort or win prize money in events such as sled races and surfing competitions. This money can be spent on such penguin must haves as pets, furnishings plasma television sets and white goods. Gifts for “friends” can also be purchased as well as pet food, post cards, and the latest penguin attire.


 From the local nightclub to the gift shop and surf shop this world is everything a child could wish to experience. A world full of potential friends and in which nobody is allowed to swear or be mean. Your conscientious penguin personality can even go “under cover” as a member of the secret service and report any misdeed they may witness. For Josh, we have restricted him to “ultimate safe chat” which provides him with a range of pre-determined responses, greetings and inquiries. He can ask other penguins to play and offer and ask for their friendship but can not word his own responses or have anything unfriendly or inappropriate said to him. This means that I can let him play relatively unsupervised and not worry about what he is being exposed to through his on line interactions. Any penguin can report another to the “moderator” for rudeness or meanness and if all else fails you can de-list them as your friend and shower them with snowballs. This game has all the attributes of a great kids’ game with the added chat room/my space style format which lays a global economy of “friends” at your penguins’ feet. When you log in you can see if any of your friends are on line much as you would on msn or any other chat site. In this age of technological madness and dependence even a childs’ game has to be innovative, easy to navigate and use and engaging. It has to mimic closely our reality all the while enhancing our experience of it. These interactions have 


to be on some level BETTER than real life. Let’s face it no child is going to beg for a game in 


which they are at school learning, any more than an adult would buy or play a game in which they 


go to work come home get nagged by their wives and go to bed. This game scores a seven out of ten


 with my son and I rate it about the same. I’m not entirely sure I like my kids interacting with a 


world of people I can’t see or control but if that is the way the world is going I am happy that, 


for now, they are all in penguin form.
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