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Have you ever heard a northerner mock the south or southerners mock the north?  The north and the south are each highly stereotyped by one another, but if you were to look beyond that stereotype, you would see that there are in fact many differences between the two. Weather, economy, and attitude are only some of these differences. The north and south, although two regions of the same country, are very dissimilar to one another. 
The biggest differentiation between the north and the south seems to always be the weather. The north is known to have its four distinguishable seasons throughout the year as well as some non –predicted weather in between. Up north the summers are hot, the winters are freezing, fall is chilly, and spring is perfect. But that does not mean that a fifty degree day shouldn’t be expected in the summer, or an eighty degree day in the winter.  I suppose that’s the fun part about living up north; the spontaneous weather. The south, however, has a more predictable weather climate.  The summers in the south are extremely hot, while the winters are just somewhat mild. And as for spring and fall, don’t blink too fast because you just might miss them. Unlike the north, the south does not have to worry about fierce snow storms, but instead tornados. And the devastation caused by these tornados always seems to be a bit more destructive than any devastation that is caused by the weather up north.  
The economy is also drastically different between the north and the south.  The expense of living up north is extremely pricey. Gas and oil prices are always significantly high which in turn makes the cost of housing more expensive. Most of the people up north rent housing, and these are the people that are burdened the most with “making ends meet”. This struggle then leads to more and more families having to get put on assistance, or even worse, having to move out onto the streets.  Granted, the wages for working up north are on the higher side, but they have to be, due to the cost of living. Economy in the south seems to be a bit more stable than that of up north.  The cost of living is not nearly expensive as it is in north and this can be seen by taking a quick glance at gas prices. The cost of gas in the north is always at least fifty cents or more higher than that in the south.   Also, the amount of families that are on assistance probably doesn’t come close to the number of families that are on assistance up north. But even though the cost of living is much cheaper down south, that also comes along with a difference in wages. South Carolina for instance, has a minimum wage of $6.55 (which has just been recently raised from the former $5.85) compared to $7.25 up north, which has been the minimum wage for years.  So as you can see the difference in economies is quite drastic.
The difference in attitude of the people between the north and south is also quite interesting. If you were to go up north you would probably find the people there to be a bit vulgar.  And most of the time this is just simply the way most northerners appear on the outside, but in all actuality they are not vulgar people at all. And this is where up-bringing comes into play. Children up north are taught not to converse with strangers at all which I believe is a reason for their brief, suppressed answers. Also, northerners always seem to be in a rush; as if they have somewhere much more important to be. And if that quick paced expectation isn’t met, northerners tend to get irritated.  Southerners on the other hand tend to have what we call southern hospitality.  Unlike children in the north, children in the south are brought up to respect others no matter who they are. The reference “sir” or “ma’am” is to show respect and is used very often in the south by all age groups. Southerners also live at a much slower pace than northerners. Which I believe gives them time to enjoy each moment rather than rush through it, making life a bit more delightful for everyone. 
It is amazing to me how two regions of the same country can be so different from one another. Weather, economy, and attitude are only some of the bigger differences between the two; there are many additional, profound issues that also separate them. But it is also comforting to know, that despite their great dissimilarities, at the end of the day we are always “united as one”. 
