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Socialization Factors


In Sociology, the quote, “I am the sculptor and I am the clay” refers to the socialization given and received by one person. The quote is cleverly comparing a “sculptor” to the person socializing another person, and “clay” to a person's receiving socialization. 


In the real world, a person has many points in his or her lifetime when he or she must be the “sculptor.”  If one has ever been friends with someone, that person has socialized another person. A “sculptor” is an agent of socialization. Agents can be parents, teachers, coaches, friends, or anybody who takes the role of shaping how somebody else acts. In a friendship, for example, if the “sculptor” is a caring friend, the “clay” friend may learn to be caring to others because in he or she sees how the “sculptor” reacts in a caring way. 


Everybody functions as the “clay” in socialization at many points in time. People learn how to act and how to handle situations by receiving socialization from others. An example of the “clay” side of socialization is the relationship between a parent and a child. Children learn how to behave because parents socialize them. Children observe how their parents respond in certain situations. Children also receive rewards and punishment from their parents that shape their behavior. Children are socialized by their parents to grow up, hopefully, as respectful adults. 


All relationships in socialization require an agent and a receiver. Friendship also has a “clay” side in socialization. Friends behave alike because each friend is an agent who sets examples for their other friends while the other friends are receivers, or “clay,” of socialization. Each friend develops another's personality more fully. 


However, in anticipatory socialization, one is the “sculptor” and the “clay.”  One “sculpts” when one studies to gets ready for a future event, such as a test. People “sculpt” themselves when one goes to career counseling for a mock interview, and writes a resume.  However, people are “clay” in anticipatory socialization because one becomes shaped by the future event. Students become knowledgeable about what is expected on the test because of their studying. People who want to be hired for a specific career become more relaxed and ready for the real interview by going to a mock interview. People “sculpt” themselves to be ready as possible for a future event, in which they are shaped by as “clay.” 

It is important in the topic of socialization to know that institutions can also be “sculptors” of people. Total institutions resocialize a person. Alcoholics and drug abusers who go to rehabilitation are good examples. They learn healthy behaviors in total institutions instead of engaging in their old patterns of drinking or taking drugs. Rehabilitation “sculpts” new lives for alcoholics and drug abusers.


In socialization there are agents who are “sculptors” and receivers who are “clay.” All people socialize with other people as a “sculptor,” and as “clay.” Everybody serves as “sculptors” or “clay” at different points in time during different relationships and situations. Some “sculptors,” called total institutions, even resocialize people for better behavior resulting in better lives. Socialization is around us all the time. It is why we behave the way we behave. 

