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Thesis: I think that because of the age groups, discipline, critical thinking skills, and the

amount taught there are some major differences, and similarities, between elementary

and secondary education.

Audience: Prospective Teachers- people who would decide they would like to teach

before college.

Purpose: To inform prospective teachers of some differences between elementary and

secondary education.




[image: image2.jpg]On my quest for colleges during my senior year of high school, one of the many
questions I was always asked was “What do you want to major in?” “Education!” I would say.
Then the unexpected question came: “Which level of education do you want to teach?” I paused
at that question very confused because I did not really know. I had never thought of that. All I
knew was that I wanted to help kids. After being asked a dozen times which level I wanted to
teach, I finally decided that I had been confused long enough. I decided to explore elementary
education and secondary education. I think that because of the age groups, discipline, critical
thinking skills, and the amount taught there are some major differences, and similarities, between
elementary and secondary education. After investigating the comparison, the next time I got the
question, “ Which level do you want to teach?” I was ready for it. By making a comparison
between elementary education and secondary education, other future teachers can be ready for it
too!

To know what level to teach, one must know what age groups they will be teaching in
each field. Elementary kids are wonderful kids! Most of them are very polite. It is important to
remember that elementary kids are people too. Elementary-age children are like little adults but
more naive about the world. However, there are a few kids that will sass, tease, and call names in
elementary school.

Elementary-age kids are generally very sweet. They experience guilt if they feel like they
have not pleased the teacher. During my exploration I would go in to a classroom and sit down
anywhere I could find a seat, so I could observe the class. One day during my observation a little
boy came over to me and stood, staring at me. I soon came to find that the seat that I was sitting
in belonged to the little boy. So I got up and moved to a vacant seat at the back of the room. A

few minutes later, the little boy came back over to me to ask if I would sit in his seat.
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people say about them. I can remember when I was in art class in elementary school. Everyone
wanted the art teacher to like their work. If the teacher wanted something to be changed,
however, the elementary kid artist would feel very hurt.

Secondary education has thoughtful kids. Kids in middle or high school are more
concerned about being social than pleasing their teachers. When I first walked in to the middle
school classroom that I was observing, all the kids wanted to know who I was. A few actually
raised their hands just to find out. Many of them came up to me during their lunch period to
introduce themselves. Secondary kids are superb and very understanding, too. In my high school
art class, everyone could take criticism. Everybody in the class knew that each of us would have
at least one criticism from the art teacher before being finished with the art work we were
working on. However, it is important to remember as a teacher that all kids have feelings. Middle
and high school students are young adults. Nevertheless, there are also a few secondary school
kids that will sass, tease, and call names.

What type of discipline is needed for each level should also be known when trying to
decide between elementary and secondary education. Elementary kids need structure and
discipline to grow up as respectful adults. For elementary education, basic systems can be used.
Many elementary teachers have kids write their name on the board or pull a card. Elementary
kids are “followers”. Most obey and cherish what the teacher says. Secondary school children
need structure and discipline as well. Without discipline, the classroom will be total chaos.
However, the type of discipline needed in secondary education is different. Teachers must create
advanced “fool-proof” systems to handle discipline. Such systems are the lunch detention, write-

ups, and emails home. Middle and High schoolers are “testers”. They stretch a discipline system




[image: image4.jpg]to the limits in hope of getting out of punishment. Teachers must be able to maintain control of
the class.

Critical thinking skills are also an important factor that should be known when deciding
between elementary and secondary education. Elementary kids are curious people. They want to
learn about the world around them. While observing an elementary classroom, I found that
elementary kids love to look at picture dictionaries and encyclopedias. They love to be exposed
to new concepts.

Elementary children can only grasp basics. Their minds are not ready for higher thinking.
Generally, students in elementary school focus on “How” something works. They enjoy doing
activities that reveal how something works. In 4th grade my teacher had my class create “sugar
rocks”. By inserting a nail in a jar with sugar water, our class could see the steps in the rock
formation process. Elementary teachers typically teach content such as the water cycle, vowels
and consonants, and spelling.

Middle and high school kids are also curious people. Kids in secondary schools can love
to learn if they are interested in the content. While observing a middle school classroom, I saw
what interesting content can do. For the celebration of Benjamin Franklin's birthday, someone
dressed up and went door to door as Benjamin Franklin. I was amazed to see that every single
student in the middle school classroom was starring at Mr. Franklin! The students even began
asking questions to Mr. Franklin!

Secondary school kids are very knowledgeable. The kids are exposed to factual
information such as stories about World War II and British Literature. Students in secondary

schools want to know “Why” something happens. They want in-depth reasoning behind an issue.
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[image: image5.jpg]question such as, “Why didn't the USA do anything to save people from the Holocaust?”, the
middle school students really wanted an explanation of why the Holocaust was not prevented.

Last, it is important for one to know how many subjects they prefer to teach. In
elementary school, most teachers get one class that they teach all subjects to. Elementary
teachers teach Math, English, Social Studies, and Science to the one class.

In elementary school the time with kids is shorter. Many elementary schools dismiss
students at 2:30 pm. However, there are duties that have to be done as an elementary teacher.
Elementary teachers may find themselves staying at school until 5:00 pm.

Secondary school teachers have many classes for one subject. These teachers teach the
same content repeatedly to cover all their classes. Unlike Elementary school, the days with kids
are longer. Numerous middle and high schools dismiss class for children at 3:15 pm. However,
like elementary teachers, secondary teachers usually have duties that keep them at school until
the late evening.

Future teachers can make a clearer decision by knowing some factors about each level of
education. There are, however, many more factors not listed. The factors in the decision between
Elementary education and Secondary education is unlimited. By knowing the age groups,
discipline, level of critical thinking skills, and the amount taught, one can make a very informed

choice. Let the battle begin!




