GE 102 /Checklist for Summary:
1. What does the title promise?

2. Does the reported research deliver?

3. Does the reported research offer some other information—in addition to/or in place of—what the title promises?

4. A paper has a beginning, a middle, and an end; typically, the middle, which discusses the ideas and research, is the longest section. In a summary, try to develop your review in proportion to those sections. Here are some questions to guide you:

Beginning:
*
Is the purpose of the research to inform? To persuade? Or to entertain?

*
What is the main idea? Is the author consistent about addressing it throughout? Is 

it developed in a focused way? Are there useful/confusing digressions? 

Middle:
*
Are the scope and length of the paper appropriate? (i.e., too large/too small  a 

topic for 5 pages?)

*
Does the author devote significant space to one point; are the main points handled 

equally or unequally in terms of number of paragraphs; does the author supply 

enough information?

*
What information is most useful to someone who is doing research as you are? 

What, if anything, is missing?

*
Is the author’s discussion clear? Do you need to look up words or people or other 

items? 
Ending
*
Does the author give suggestions for future research?
*
Does the ending restate the main point? Does the ending agree with the beginning 

in terms of topic and perspective?

Note: You will conduct an evaluative reading, but your summary will be descriptive while explaining the usefulness of the article for research of the type you are doing.

