Narrative Evaluation Rubric—GE 101 W08


	Category/Evaluation
	Excellent (1.0)
	Average (0.5)
	Not Yet Effective (0)

	1) Introduction
	Has an exciting hook; states main idea; previews structure
	States the main idea but does not preview the structure; may or may not be inviting
	Has no hook, no introduction of the main idea or structure

	2) Sequencing
	Details are placed in a logical order and in a way that keeps reader’s interest
	Details are placed logically, but the method of presentation is less interesting
	Many details are not in a logical or expected order; little sense that the writing is organized

	3) Transitions
	Contains a variety of thoughtful ones; shows clearly how ideas are connected
	Contains transitions, but little variety displayed
	Transitions are mostly unclear or nonexistent; Transitional words are not used or used vaguely

	4) Focus on Topic
	One clear, well-focused topic; stands out and is supported by detailed information
	Main idea is clear but supporting information is general
	Main idea is not clear; seemingly random collection of details

	5) Word choice
	Vivid words and phrases that evoke pictures—analogies, similes, and RENNS used
	Vivid words, but analogies, similes, or RENNS may be overdone or inaccurate
	Lackluster, limited vocabulary; not interesting to the reader; little use of figurative language, such as RENNS

	6) Sentence Structure
	All sentences are complete, without run-ons or choppy ones
	Most sentences are complete; few or no run-ons or choppy ones
	Sentences are incomplete; numerous choppy, short, or run-on ones

	7) Mechanics (Grammar, Spelling, Capitalization, & Punctuation)
	Words are spelled correctly; grammar is flawless; no errors in punctuation or capitalization; easy to read
	1-2 spelling and grammatical errors; 1-2 errors in capitalization or punctuation; still easy to read
	More than 5 errors in any category; errors disrupt the flow of reading

	8) Title
	Proper capitalization (See OWL for MLA format); evokes interest
	Proper capitalization; attempts interest
	Missing or improperly typed; dull

	10) Paragraph organization
	Every paragraph has at least 5 sentences; dialogue appears at least twice; story conventions are used (plot, character, setting, climax, ending)
	4 paragraphs have at least 5 sentences; there is at least one line of dialog; some story conventions
	1 or 2 paragraphs have 5 sentences; probably no dialog; inadequate or no use of story conventions

	11) Transmission
	Delivered neatly typed; complete
	Typed--no more than 1-2 unobtrusive errors; complete
	Error-ridden or messy; may not be typed

	12) Format
	Uses MLA format for paper effectively
	No more than 1-2 format errors
	Numerous errors in format distract from reading

	13) Conclusion
	Is strong and leaves the reader with a feeling of “being there”; conclusions restates the main idea
	Is recognizable and ties up most of the loose ends; restates the main idea
	Is missing in that the paper just ends; may not restate main idea

	14) Sentence Variety
	Good essays will have at least three sentences that each begin with the following: an –ing word; an –ly word; and an infinitive
	An average essay may exhibit some interesting sentence openers
	All sentences may start with the same word (e.g.: “The...”)

	15) Submission
	On time
	
	Late
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