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When I set out for college I had no idea what I wanted to do with my life or what I was going to study while there, I was just ready to get out of my parents house and be on my own.  I honestly thought the whole college thing was a waste of money but I knew that I needed to go if I wanted to be successful in the business world one day.  So I came all the way from Charlotte, NC to Murfreesboro, TN to start on my four-year journey of college.  


My freshmen and sophomore year I honestly thought that I wasn’t cut out for the whole college thing and seriously considered dropping out. I had no clue what I wanted to major in, what I wanted to study intensely for the next two years that would have some connection with what I wanted to do when I grew up, whenever that might be.  I had been tossing up the ideas of being a teacher maybe, because there would always be a need for them, right? Or maybe I’ll go into PR, because I am good with people, i.e. the public, and I am good with relationships, so maybe that would be a good major for me?!?! I had not taken a single class that had interested me what so ever, I actually had forgot the names of most of my professors I had taken classes with those first two years.  

I was almost sold on the idea of just finding somewhere I could work and move my way up the ladder with my sheer charm and charismatic ways.  That was until I met a woman who changed my changed my college experience forever, for the better.  Dr. McCormick was the person I needed to meet at that time in my life, and I am so thankful that the universe put her there then.  I had heard a friend talking about a leadership minor and looked into it a little bit because it was the first thing that had even sounded somewhat interesting to me, and through that I found out about the Organizational Communication major and set up an appointment to meet with Dr. McCormick.  She was so interested in what I wanted to do and what I had to say, and so passionate about everything she was talking about.  All of the different classes I could take and how great they are and how much I would enjoy them, it was like she KNEW I would love these classes just after talking to me for 10 minutes, and she was right!!

My first semester as an ORCO major was the best semester I had ever had, the most fun I had ever had in school period. I actually enjoyed my classes, I wanted to go to them and learn because the information was interesting and the course material was fun.  Instead of buying a big book and reading it and taking notes in class from a personality-less teacher I was getting to experience everything first hand and then discuss my experiences in class. Writing papers about my own personal experiences and going to do things outside of the classroom was what changed my perspective on college and helped me mature in a way I never imagined.

I was actually being studious; I was going to all of my classes and turning things in early, instead of making excuses up as to why they were weeks late.  I had found something I enjoyed and was passionate about, and I was officially growing into my own person and growing up as a young adult eager to learn and help others as well. Each different class I took opened my eyes to something new and interesting that I understood I would be able to use in the future.  

Finishing up my last semester at MTSU and as an ORCO major in the EXL program I have influenced 5 others to do the same, to meet Dr. McCormick and get into the best major that MTSU has to offer.  I have learned so much about myself, about all others around me, and about the world out there through the courses and experiences I have taken in the past 2 years that I know I would have never learned in any other program offered.  Growing as a person and maturing as a young adult, my mind has been opened to the large diverse world out there and I am prepared now to jump right in and be the best contribution I can be!

